Sermon Discussion Questions & Follow-up Notes
October 19, 2025  //  Pastor Andrew Keuer (andrew@firstprotestant.com)

Sermon Text:    Philippians 3.15-21		Series:    “Think on These Things: A Study of Philippians”
Sermon Title:    “A Mature Spirituality”
Link to sermon:  https://youtu.be/RcstKDwGDrI?t=1752 

Key Points & Observations of the Text
Opening Discussion:  What does it look like to be a “mature Christian” in your view?  When & where did you acquire that vision?  Who inspired it?
The big idea:  God is always calling us forward into a new step of faith, and the mature are those who are “not there yet”, eager to follow Christ all the way into the unimaginable glory that awaits us.

First, we are invited to adopt a “not there yet” mindset (3:15-16)
· The Apostle Paul presents himself as a mature person who can say “I’m not there yet” but am lunging forward eagerly as Jesus Christ leads him.
· Paul conveys two promises to those with this “not there yet” mindset:  First, v15, if you are going off the path of God’s will, He will let you know and pull you back.  Second, v16, any forward step you make in the faith is a permanent step of progress in your life of faith.  All spiritual progress is permanent progress.
· Discussion:  Pastor Andrew highlighted the difference between seeking certainty from God and living in the promises of God – how 

Second, we need a community of forward-moving folks (3:17-19)
· The deepest unity that a Christian can experience in community with other believes arises from the core group agreeing on what it means and looks like to be a mature Christian.  If your vision of maturity is the same, disagreements over programs, leadership structures, etc., become easy-to-solve practical discussions.
· In v18-19, Paul describes spiritual immaturity in 5 ways:
*no reliance on the cross, heading in the wrong direction, driven by appetites / addictions, glory in things that are actually shameful, and constantly talking & thinking on earthly things.
· If we take these five qualities and reverse them, we get a snapshot of the spiritually mature believer:
1-Mature Christians bow low before the cross, knowing they need ongoing forgiveness.
2-A mature Christian is overwhelmed with the coming glory promised them in Jesus Christ.
3-Spiritually mature people have stability and self-control.  They consistently pursue godly things.
4-A mature Christian is willing to bear shame for the sake of Christ.
5-Spiritual people value spiritual things:  they put people above possessions, they want God’s timing rather than human schedules, and they look for spiritual deepening and not earthly advancement.
· It is this positive vision of maturity that can unite the church.  And when we see it “live and in person”, our hearts are engaged and we begin to grow as a community of faith.
· Discussion:  Pastor Andrew told the story of a young gal who skips swim class but shows up for the final exam, only to sink mid-lap.  Her teacher, a strict Catholic Nun, jumps in and assists her in swimming back and forth so she can pass the class.  When have you benefited from the overly gracious love of a spiritually mature person in your faith journey?

Third, live with a finish-line mentality (3:20-21)
· Discussion:  What specific words in these final two verses give you hope and encouragement?
