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Sermon Text:    Philippians 1:12-26		Series:    “Think on These Things: A Study of Philippians”
Sermon Title:    “What’s Better for Others”
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Key Points & Observations of the Text
Opening Discussion:  When is a time that you had to take a moral stand that went against the grain?  What motivated you to do that?  How did it feel in the midst of that situation, and how did it feel afterwards?

The big idea:  Nothing is more effective in spreading the message about what is worth living and dying for than moral examples who suffer for what is right.

First, the Apostle Paul takes heart in the midst of his trying circumstances by looking how God worked in the lives of suffering saints in the past.
· George Roche wrote the book, “A World Without Heroes” which displays that moral convictions are not knit into the fabric of social life through empirical arguments (i.e., “it just works better to live like this”) nor through logical reasoning (i.e., “living like this is the only logical conclusion”) – rather, it is only as people see living examples of those who are willing to suffer for what is right that they will be converted to higher and better convictions.
· Paul writes to the Philippian church from prison (as we already saw last week in 1:7).  Paul does not detail in this letter how he landed himself there, nor which prison he is in – some think he writes from Rome, others claim it was in a prison cell in Caesarea, and still others claim that he was in Ephesus at the time.  We’re not sure, but what seems clear is that the Philippians knew all about his situation – in fact, they had sent Epaphroditus (see 2:25ff) to visit Paul with a financial gift from the church.
· What Paul exemplifies in his trying circumstance of unexpected imprisonment is look back to how God worked in Job’s life.  It’s clear that Paul’s situation bore numerous similarities to Job:  1) Paul was bereft of all possessions now, just as Job was.  2) Paul was surrounded by inauthentic friends, as was Job.  3) These ‘friends’ were religiously adept, but from false motives.  4) As Job suffered, he wondered if it was worth being alive, and Paul thought through that as well.  5) As Job suffered, his ‘friends’ converted – and Paul was also seeing conversions around him.
· All of these similarities to Job encouraged Paul, for he reasoned that, if God delivered Job as he kept the true faith despite the terrible cost, God would also come through and deliver Paul.  Hence, Paul reaches this astoundingly confident conclusion:  “Convinced of this, I know I will remain [in the body]...so that I can be with you again…” (1:25-26).
· Discussion:  Have you ever been able to map a trying time in your own life to the experiences of a biblical character?  How did that help you hope and trust more in God?

Second, the Gospel advances through the Spirit during Paul’s trial.
· Many amazing things happen as Paul is in prison – 1) v13, the whole imperial guard comes to hear the Gospel, and even some of Caesar’s household convert (see 4:22!); 2) v14, most Christians are emboldened to speak with more conviction about the Gospel, 3) v19, the concern of the churches for Paul is bringing about a unity and a bond of love that is deeper than what was there before.
· God knows about us that both fear and courage are contagious.  Thus, when we see someone willing to stand up for a conviction, we gain courage as well.  Think of the Braveheart film, where the William Wallace character calls his countrymen to stand forth and fight for their families.  Even hundreds of years later, we can feel the courage exemplified in that moment.
· It is worth remembering how God has promoted certain convictions in our social atmosphere.  We can think of Martin Luther King, Jr. and the vision of “the beloved community” for which he died.  Or we can think of the very recent death of the young political leader Charlie Kirk who was shot in the midst of promoting free speech and open dialogue.  Contrary to what the persecutors may think, suppressing such heroes of moral conviction does not silence them but multiplies their courage.
· Discussion:  What do you think of the early church saying, “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.”??
