Sermon Discussion Questions & Follow-up Notes
May 25, 2025  //  Pastor Andrew Keuer (andrew@firstprotestant.com)

Sermon Text:    Luke 24:44-49
Series:    “Hidden in Plain Sight...” //    Sermon Title:    “...Living on a Promise”
Link to sermon:  https://youtu.be/QeYUCtcwFME?t=1710 

Key Points & Observations of the Text
Opening Discussion:  What’s the largest puzzle you’ve ever worked on?  What was the resulting image?  Why does Luke’s Gospel give the most important final puzzle pieces at the end of his book (in 24:44-49)?

The big idea:  The Missing Pieces of the Picture
Luke’s arrangement of his book is very deliberate, as he said from the beginning (see 1:1-4).  These final verses (v44-53), according to Acts 1:3, occur over almost a 40 day period.  In these days, Jesus gives the two missing elements that complete the most important part of the picture of our salvation:

First, Christ’s hidden plan is the IQ of Christianity.
· The disciples thought the suffering of Jesus was a complete disaster.  They thought the leaders had killed the One who had the vision to renew Jerusalem.  Like most people, when conflict erupted, primal drives of fear or despair or shock took over.  The disciples simply froze-up and deserted.
· Memorial Day the amazing reality that our nation has had faithful soldiers who somehow kept their heads in battle – they followed orders, lived on principle, and treasured the values of freedom and order more than their own lives.
· Jesus is here to restore the disciples so they can become bold witnesses (v48).  He begins (v44) by reminding them what He had taught all along – that He must suffer (e.g. Luke 9:22, 9:44, 10:22-23, 13:31-35, 17:25, 18:31-33, 22:37, etc.).  Notice the build-up here:  In 24:6 the angels reminded the women of Jesus’ predictions of his own death, and in 24:27 Jesus walked the Emmaus disciples through suffering predictions in Moses & the prophets.  Now (v44) Jesus does both with the disciples and adds proof from the Psalms.  The full picture is now in place!
· The result is “the mind of them all was opened” (v45 – notice, one mind!).  Luke emphasizes here that the idea that Christ HAD to suffer is the central element of apostolic Christianity.  This is the Abraham Lincoln at the Gettysburg Address.  It’s the hub of the wheel.  It’s what one scholar calls “the simple genius of Christianity”.  It’s the final puzzle piece that makes sense of the whole.
· The message here is that the God is so fully confident and peaceful at being God that He can suffer and bear burdens for others.  He needs to build no support group or power base among to beat satan.  Rather, God comes to suffer human foolishness, human pride and petty manipulations.

Discussion #1:  The Apostle Paul summarizes this truth in 1 Corinthians 2:8-10.  What is the difference between God’s hidden wisdom revealed to the Apostles and the wisdom of the world?

Second, ‘repentance’ is the EQ of Christianity.
· In v46-47, repentance is the transformation that defines Christianity.  It’s how you know that you have the IQ component.  The disciples’ lives displayed this change and then invited others into it.
· Repentance is a fundamental change of direction – away from self-assertion, self-defense, self-promotion – into the care of God in all things.
· What does it sound like when someone repents?  The letter from the 15 year old boy to President Cleveland in 1895 displays the attitude brilliantly.  The boy feels he can entrust himself to the goodness of his President.  How much more can we entrust ourselves to God!
· Marilyn Robinson’s remark is “nothing true can be said of God from a position of defense”.  Which means that when we trust ourselves to God, we become able to speak truth as His witnesses.

Discussion Question #2:  Martin Luther famously said “the whole of the Christian life is repentance”.  How do you understand this idea?  Do you agree?  What would be a full definition of repentance?  (Hint: “sorrow for sin” is only part of it!)
