Sermon Discussion Questions & Follow-up Notes
May 18, 2025  //  Pastor Andrew Keuer (andrew@firstprotestant.com)

Sermon Text:    Luke 24:41-43 (with Isaiah 43:1-5a)
Series:    “Hidden in Plain Sight...” //    Sermon Title:    “...Lost in Wonder”
Link to sermon:  https://youtu.be/FSP4GlZu3js?t=1438 

Key Points & Observations of the Text
Opening Discussion:  Have you ever had to purchase a frame for a painting?  Or an important photograph?  What was your process, and how did you decide?

The big idea:  Resurrection as Frame
This week, as we continued our series on the resurrection in Luke chapter 24, we focused on how “resurrection” is more the frame of time & history, rather than a momentary occurrence within it.  This text challenges us to re-examine the frame within which we examine our lives and understand God’s ways with us.  When we have the resurrection of Jesus as the frame of our lives, we begin to see three things:

First, Christ is present in ordinary things.
· The fact that Christ ate with the disciples was an essential part of the early church preaching.  For example, Peter’s first sermon to the Gentiles in Acts 10 focuses on this act of the resurrected Christ eating with the disciples – see Acts 10:41.  The upshot is that Christ is not a distant God, who only drops in every once and a while – no, this is the living God who has been spoke of in Israel’s Scriptures for generations (see for example Isaiah 43:1-5a).
· Another example of the early church’s focus on Christ’s presence in ordinary things is found in 1 Corinthians 6.  In verses 13-14, Paul is addressing the attitude in that particular church about bodily things.  They were teaching that what they do with their bodies does not matter – what they eat, how they handle their money, how they handle their sexuality. But Paul says the fact that Christ arose from the dead means bodily decisions we make have great significance.
· Seen through the resurrection frame, we see that “salvation” through Jesus is not about escaping physical existence or ordinary routines so that we can live a super-spiritual lifestyle.  Rather, salvation is an ability to see God in the ordinary.
Discussion Question #1:  In what ways are you tempted to discount Christ’s presence in ordinary moments of your life?

Second, we can give ordinary gifts to Jesus.
· Jesus asks the disciples to give him food.  Literally, Christ asks them, “Is there something suitable here to eat?”  The disciples give him a piece of boiled fish.  The point is that we can give material things to Christ.
· Albert Holtz tells a story of working in an inner city church.  A woman approached his car, and she asked for money for food.  He handed her $3.  Holtz saw her walking away, and he remembered Matthew 25 – that when you give to the poor, you are giving to Christ; that when you clothe the naked, you just might be clothing Christ; that when you shelter the homeless, you’re doing it for Christ; and when you visit the sick, it is Christ whom you comfort.  So Holtz called out, aware that Christ might be present in this poor beggar, and he asked her to pray for him.  To his surprise, she stopped right there, folded her hands and said an amazing prayer of blessing over his ministry and walk with God.
Discussion Question #2:  What changes if you see your daily job as a service to Christ Himself?

Closing:  Baptism is the symbol of the resurrection frame – for we die and arise with Christ.
