Sermon Discussion Questions & Follow-up Notes
May 11, 2025  //  Pastor Andrew Keuer (andrew@firstprotestant.com)

Sermon Text:    Luke 24:36-40 (with Psalm 147:1-11)
Series:    “Hidden in Plain Sight...” //    Sermon Title:    “...Wounds of Peace”
Link to sermon:  https://youtu.be/pHMVkcheBJM?t=1625 


Key Points & Observations of the Text
Opening Discussion:  What were Mother’s Day traditions in your family when you grew up?

“I believe in the resurrection of the Bible” – The Apostle’s Creed
Our text this weekend led us to dig into what this phrase truly means.  Part of the meaning of this phrase is found in the wounds of the resurrected Christ.  Our best way to meditate on the goodness of Christ’s wounds is through stories.  So, three stories structure our message today.

[Note:  Some hearers of this sermon remarked that this call of the biblical text to “contemplate” (that’s the Greek word used in v37 and v39) Christ’s wounds feels very Catholic.  However, please note that Catholics tend to meditate on the pain of Christ on the cross (hence their crosses tend to have Jesus still on it), whereas Jesus’ own call in this text is to meditate upon the Christ’s wounds in his resurrected body.  Protestant theologians throughout the generations have proclaimed the deep spiritual benefit of meditating on the resurrected Christ’s wounds.  For example, Count Zizendorf (the founder of the Moravians who such had a profound impact on John Wesley, John Newton, and led the first evangelical missions effort) followed Martin Luther in saying the ascended Christ’s wounds give the believer irreplaceable comfort and strength.]

CHRIST’S WOUNDS … SHOW
· Pastor Andrew told the story of Dr. Kurt Newman who was undergoing throat surgery.  His surgeon unbuttoned his collar to show he had the same surgery many years ago.  This was a comfort to Newman.

· Jesus shows four wounds in Luke’s story – right hand, left hand, right foot, left foot.  We could add several others – his side (see John 20:20, 25), his brow, his back.

· Our world says “no pain no gain” which, of course, is true in some situations.  But in the deepest pains of life, this adage leaves us isolated, struggling alone.  By contrast, the wounds of Christ show that God truly understands our pain.

CHRIST’S WOUNDS … SYMPATHIZE
· Pastor Andrew told a second story from Dr. Kurt Newman:  A 4-year-old girl required a gastro tube to clear her stomach.  She was terrified of it.  After begging for another option, the parents were told it is required.  So the next morning, the parents and a grandparent arrived with gastro tubes they purchased at a local medical supply store.  They taped it all over their face as a way to show their daughter they were with her in the pain.

· Pastor Andrew suggested that Jesus does not show scars but wounds to the disciples.  That these are open wounds is found in the Book of Revelation (see Rev 5:7; 7:14; 12:11; etc), and also in the Book of Acts it is emphasized that Jesus continues to feel the pain His people feel (cf. Acts 9:4).

· In Luke 24:39, Jesus commands three times:  “look”, “touch”, “look”.  A sustained meditation is called for by Jesus.  Why?  Jesus knows that in times of pain, we are tempted to fixate on who caused our pain.  Instead of taking a victim mindset, we turn to Jesus’ wounds.


CHRIST’S WOUNDS … SUFFUSE
· A third story:  The 4-year-old girl has recovered from illness, and the family goes on a camping trip to celebrate and relax together.  Early one morning, the father hears a terrible scratching sound.  He looks out from the tent and sees his daughter, now healthy, drawing swirly circles on the side of their suburban.  He says “what are you doing?”  She replies:  “I’m making the car more beautiful.”

· By showing us His wounds in His own resurrected body, Jesus proclaims that resurrection life will suffuse our pain.  God’s eternal life will accompany, join and eventually overcome whatever difficulty we encounter.  God’s new life, forward movement with God, spiritual growth and calling – these will prove more durable than our pain.


Closing discussion:  Pastor Andrew mentioned three temptations relating to pain.  One is to isolate ourselves in our pain.  A second is to develop a victim mindset.  And a third is to think our pain is bigger than the life God is bringing to us.  Which of these three are you most susceptible to right now, and how do the wounds of the resurrected Christ give you strength in that area?
