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Discussion starters

1.  Have you ever been stuck on a vacation?  Were you happy with the delay, and how did it resolve itself?
2.  What are the top two or three reasons why Christians feel “stuck” in their walk with God?

Two Ways Jesus Gets Us Unstuck (Luke 8.16-18)

*A simple reading of this parable:  On one level, this parable is a ‘slice of life’ illustration of the usefulness of lamps in dark spaces.  Even at this surface-level approach, these verses are one of the most optimistic teachings in all of the bible.  Essentially, Jesus is saying that He is the light of the world, calling all people out of darkness and into light, because he plans to reveal every part of God’s plan and every blessing.  God hides nothing, & all is open to anyone wishing to live joyfully with God.

1.  Jesus’ parables as a new mode of transportation:  But there are hints in these verses that Luke wants us to see a deeper layer of meaning in this parable.  Notice, for example, the three words: “lamp”, “lampstand” and “clay pots” (or ‘jars’).  The first two are most commonly cited together when the bible is talking about the Holy Place in the tabernacle / temple (see for example Exodus 25:31-39).  And the last word (“clay pots”) is used by Jesus in the temple-clearing episode (see Mark 11:16).  Thus, all three terms relate to the Jerusalem temple.  [Further, though there was not space in the sermon to mention this, the word “couch” also reminds us of temple cleansing – see Ezekiel 23:36-42.]  Add to this the possibility that this teaching took place during Hanukkah (the Jewish festival of lamps/candles that commemorated the cleansing and reopening of the temple by Judas Maccabeus in 165 BC), and it becomes clear that “the ones entering” (Luke 8:16) refer to priests coming into the temple, relating to God with the illumination of the candles & menorah.  On this deeper reading, Jesus is claiming that the parables will lead his followers into the depths of God’s will and presence that, in the past, on the priests knew.  In essence, Jesus is saying parables will take us to new places with God!

2.  Jesus’ parables as medicine for spiritual cynicism:  Luke 8:17 declare that the parables are not merely restatements of what we already know.  Rather, they come alongside us and draw us into God’s movement unlike any other teaching or experience. The root of the parables is God’s character, which is eagerly striving to be known and seen and heard.  The Christian mystical author, Teilhard de Chardin, once commented that the greatest revolution in human history was when people learned to harness the power of fire.  Think of the difference between a forest fire and a bonfire.  Think of the power of compacting fire’s power in the combustion or turbine engine.  But, de Chardin noted, an even greater revolution will dawn on the life of those who learn from Jesus to harness the power of faith, hope and love.  The parables are a spiritual combustion engine – they concentrate spiritual truth in a way that press us towards God.

A challenge:  This week, find a quiet and calm space.  Open your bible to one of Jesus’ parables.  Read it aloud.  Give yourself 10 minutes to meditate on it.  Who is God in the parable, and who are you?
