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Discussion starters
As a kid, what informal sports/games did you play at school or in the neighborhood?  For team games, did you tend to get recruited first, last or in the middle when teams were formed?

Core Observations & Discussions about “Recruiting the Forgiven”

1.  Jesus Becomes a Big Deal
	*Earlier in chapter 7 of Luke’s Gospel, Jesus raised a young boy from the dead (see Luke 7:11-15) in the same location that Elisha had almost a 1,000 years before (see 2 Kings 4:18-37).  Crowds are gathering around Jesus as word spreads that an old style prophet is on the loose!
	*We don’t know what town in Galilee the events of Luke 7:36-50 are in, but bible scholars highlight that this meal likely took place after the morning synagogue meeting on the Sabbath day.
	*Such a meal had several customary expectations, all of which honored the distinguished traveling preacher or rabbi who graced their synagogue and town.  Jesus details those expectations in 7:44-46 (standing to greet, washing feet, oiling the face)  The host does none of these things.
	*Have you ever witnessed an important person get ‘slighted’ publicly?  How did they handle it?  How does Jesus handle Simon’s uncouth public manners towards Him?

2.  A Special Gift
	*Without anyone noticing, a disgraced woman of the town quietly moves towards Jesus during the meal.  She intends to gift him a jar of fragrant oil, her one prized possession.  But in moving towards Christ, she notices that his feet had not been cleaned.  So she lets her tears wash his feet.  She has no towel, so she looses her hair to dry his feet.  As bible scholar Darian Lockett remarks, wiping his feet with her hair would be like, today, a woman giving a massage in public to a man not her husband!
	*Why do you think this woman wants to give this gift to Jesus?  Why is she crying so hard?

3.  The Parable
	*The parable is only 20 words.  Pastor Andrew remarked that it is the deepest spiritual diagnosis given anywhere in Scripture.  What did the parable reveal to Simon about his own self-concept?
	*Why does God give preference to those who have been forgiven much?

-------------------------------------------
Helpful resources relating to this sermon:  
-Pastor Andrew mentioned some parables are ‘mirrors’ (showing us ourselves), while others are ‘windows’ (showing us God) – this insight came from Bruce Metzger’s excellent treatment of the parables in his book, The New Tesatment: background, growth and content.
-The historical insights about ancient honorary meals were from Robert Stein, Jesus the Messiah.
-Pastor Andrew mentioned a devotional by Darian Lockett which mentioned the vanity lights; you may find the full devotional helpful: https://youtu.be/jpvteKXz-Ng ]
