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Discussion starters

1.  What was the hardest class in your educational career?
2.  If you did post-high school education, what Degree did you earn, and was it your first choice or did you experiment with several other discipline areas before arriving at that choice?
3.  If we think of the ‘parables of Jesus’ as one course in our discipleship Degree, is it a required course or an optional one (see Matthew 13.34)?

Core Observations & Discussions about Luke 9.57-62
Three aspects of the curriculum of the cross...

1.  Course Requirements:  This parable of Jesus in Luke 9.57-62 sits between 9:1-6 (where Jesus sends out the 12) and 10:1ff (where Jesus sends out the 70/2).  Bridging these two sendings is three sample conversations that give us a glimpse of how Christ recruited and expanded his 12 followers into 70/2.  In these verses we meet three candidate disciples, each of whom learn from Jesus a requirement for following Him:
     *To the naive & over-eager (v57-58):  Disciple must be willing to set aside superficial comforts or rights.  A question to ponder:  What do you need to be willing to set aside to follow Christ in this season?
     *To the those lacking urgency (v59-60):  Disciple must respond to Christ’s call NOW.  It helps to know that Jewish burial practices in Jesus’ day were in two stages – first, the deceased were placed in an above-ground tomb; and second, one year later the family gathered the bones out of the tomb and buried them in the ground.  This man is essentially saying to Jesus in a very polite and reverent way – ‘maybe next year, Jesus’.  But within a year, Jesus would be crucified, raised and ascended to heaven.  This man would miss it all!  A question to ponder:  What cultural expectations keep you from following Christ more fully TODAY?
      *To those wanting a fall-back plan (v61-62):  Disciples give full commitment to Christ and His kingdom, with no energy going into a back-up or fall-back plan.  When plowing, if you keep looking behind you, your furrows will not be straight and the field’s yield will not be maximized.  In ancient times, a slave whose furrows were crooked and inefficient would lose the job!  We remember Elijah’s call of Elisha in 1 Kings 19:19-21 – Elisha hears the call but asks to go kiss his mom and dad goodbye.  Elijah allows it, but Jesus demands something beyond what Elijah allowed.

To those unaccustomed to Jesus’ teaching, the above three requirements can sound joyless and strict.  So we do well to have in mind an image of Christ like the famous sketch of Willis Wheatley that has come to be known as “The Laughing Christ” (though the proper and better title was, “Christ the Liberator”) – see:  https://smartcdn.gprod.postmedia.digital/vancouversun/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/jesus_christ_liberator-original.jpg 

[Note: The following second section of notes goes a good ways beyond what we were able to cover in the sermon on Sunday morning.  You might find helpful the supplemental video posted on the “Sermon Discussion” page.  One way to think about this second section below is that by linking to a larger vision & story of His journey to Jerusalem, Jesus is telling us in this section of verses not only about one course’s requirements but about the overall Degree which following Him earns us:]

2.  The Parable of Wisdom’s Journey to Jerusalem:

     A.  What is a Parable?  At its most basic & simple level, a parable is a way of indirectly inviting someone to a new course of action.  Imagine, for example, that a young boy is playing in the back yard with the family dog when rain begins to fall.  Instead of running for cover, the boy and dog keep playing, getting all wet and muddy.  Upon trying to enter the house, the mother says, “Whoah, whoah, whoah – our doggy is so wet and muddy, isn’t he?  He needs a bath before being allowed to go throught the house, right?”  In saying this, she hopes the boy will see the value of getting himself cleaned up.  But she hints indirectly, planting the idea like a seed to grow in his mind.

     B.  Links to Daniel’s Vision:  As you read Luke 9.57-62, you might wonder, “Why did Luke place these three conversations together?  What do animals, graves and a plowed field have in common?”  The phrase in 9.58, “son of man” sets us searching in the right direction.  This phrase links us back to Daniel 7’s vision of God in His heavenly royal courtroom deciding to send to earth one like “the son of man” (Dan 7.13) who will receive dominion and glory (Dan 7.14), ruling over the beasts which symbolize foreign powers (Dan 7.12).

     C.  Sirach’s Interpretation of Daniel’s Vision:  Daniel 7’s vision focuses only on the final triumph of “one like the son of man” who is victorious over the beasts.  But a later religious book called Sirach (also known as ‘Ecclesiasticus’) takes Daniel’s vision and imaginatively narrates the lead-up to this final moment of victory.  Sirach is asking the question, ‘What led to the son of man’s final arrival, and what does his journey tell us about why he has arrived, what motivated him, and how he will rule?’  The Book of Sirach is not an inspired biblical book, but it is an important historical resource that provides information about how some Jews were talking and praying for God’s redemption from the Greeks and other foreign powers who were taking over the holy land during the 200 years leading up to Christ’s arrival.  Sirach’s unique interpretation of Daniel 7’s vision of the return of the son of man is that the son of man’s arrival will be gentle and merciful, progressing through the teaching of wisdom rather than through harsh and violent force.  Sirach imagines the son of man accomplishing no ‘shock & awe’ overthrow of foreign powers in Daniel 7.  Rather, Sirach imagines that the ‘son of man’ will have a mortal nature (17.25), will ‘rise up again’ (17.18), will bring God’s reign back to ordinary people lost in foolishness & death (17.26-27) and will cause humans to rule over ‘beasts & birds’ / i.e., the fallen angelic & foreign powers (17.1-4).

     D.  Wisdom’s Long Journey to Jerusalem:  Sirach chapters 17 and 24 is where it gets very interesting, for the author details the trouble the ‘son of man’ comes to solve:  Due to human foolishness and frailty (17.25-27), God’s original design that gave humanity the authority over beasts (17.1-4) has been set aside.  God changed tack and gave fallen angelic authorities charge over various regions of the earth in our stead (17.14).  In response to this tragic situation, the figure of Wisdom asks God for permission to journey to the earth and “rest” in some one nation (24.7, 11), through which Wisdom plans to show all the earth the benefits of knowing and walking with God.  God, having compassion on humanity’s foolish and short life, directs Wisdom to make a home in Israel (24.8).  Sirach then narrates the entire history of Israel as Wisdom’s gentle entry into the human sphere, finally coming to “rest” in the temple in Jerusalem (24.8-11).  Upon arrival in Israel, Sirach says, Wisdom plows and plants (24.13-16) so that fine fare will flourish and bring forth a feast (24.17-20).  That a ‘son of man’ dies (17.25) and rises again (17.18) on Wisdom’s journey to ‘rest’ in Jerusalem (24.8) amidst beasts and birds (17.4) with the goal of re-establishing human dominion (17.4) so the living can praise God is the deeper parable that ties together Jesus’ words in Luke 9.57-62.

3.  Learning Outcomes:  What is the benefit of seeing Sirach’s ‘parable about Wisdom’ in Jesus’ words? Quite a lot!  Now that we know this broader story from Sirach 17 & 24, it becomes clear that Jesus is bringing Wisdom ‘to rest in Jerusalem’ so as to re-establish humanity’s role of dominion over the beasts / foreign powers, plowing and planting a rich garden that will yield a harvest large enough for all to enjoy.  With this backdrop, we see the deeper meaning in Jesus’ words to these three candidate disciples:
     *To the first (9.57-58), Jesus hints that His disciples will have Wisdom to command fallen angelic rulers and foreign powers (remember, the fox is Herod – Lk 13.32, and ‘birds’ are foreign powers – Luke 8.5, cf. Sirach 17.4, 14).  The disciples will not run these powers out of town; rather, they will tame them and thus rule over them as God originally intended.  It turns out that this is exactly what the 70/2 report has happened after Jesus sent them out to minister in His Name (see Luke 10:18-19 – cf. Also 10:1-7).
     *To the second (9.59-60), Jesus’ words imply that those not following Him will remain in the tragic cycle of foolishness, death and subjection to demons & foreign powers that were spoken about in Sirach chapter 17.  However, those who follow Jesus will know all the benefits that Wisdom declares in Sirach 17 & 24 (i.e., the life-giving covenant, fresh supplies of enlivening teachings, refreshment of water, etc.).
     *To the third (9.61-62), Jesus promises supernaturally productive fruits of Wisdom that have been quietly planted and growing in Israel since the days Moses led Israel out of Egypt, through the time of Solomon and all the way up to today.  The parable Wisdom of Jesus will lead them to such ‘fruits’ and will satisfy them over and over again.


In conclusion, Jesus lays out a curriculum in this week’s parable.  He makes clear the course requirements of discipleship, but He does so in a way that hints through a parable that the overall Degree we earn under His tutelage is the gentle dominion of Wisdom.  The learning outcomes we can expect are an entirely new order of things where peace is spread, beasts are tamed and the finest outcomes possible on this earth are shared with one and all.  Luke 10.1-19 confirms this reading of Luke 9.57-62.  What a thrilling passage of Scripture!
