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Church Office Hours:  
Monday - Thursday 9-12 & 1-4, Friday 9-12 & 1-3

Where Everybody is Somebody, and Jesus Christ is Lord

Dr. D.M “Woody” Woodward- Interim Senior Minister
Tyler Reed - Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries
Noel Koenig - Children’s Ministry Associate
Christian de la Cruz - Choir and Handbell Director                   
Joey M. Martin - Director of Music/Organist/Pianist
Janice Borgfeld - Director of Lay Ministries
Debbie Caraway - FPS Director                         
Doreen Schaeffer - Business Manager
Jerald Schroeder - Director of Operations 
Melanie Gillum - Administrative Assistant

woody@firstprotestant.com
tyler@firstprotestant.com
noel@firstprotestant.com

Cdelac4@neisd.net
JoeyMartin512@gmail.com
janice@firstprotestant.com

debbie@firstprotestant.com
doreen@firstprotestant.com

jerald@firstprotestant.com
melanie@firstprotestant.com

Ext. 116
Ext. 114

(c) 956-821-5391
(c) 512-787-2269
Ext. 113
830-606-4110
Ext. 121
Ext. 119
Ext. 110

First Protestant Church Staff Directory
Church Office Phone (830) 609-7729

*Please note that some of our extensions have changed.
The Church Staff can be reached by email using the addresses below.

172 West Coll Street  New Braunfels, Texas 78130
Church Office (830) 609-7729 - First Protestant School (830) 606-4110
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175th Anniversary Parade and Float
Thank you to the 175th Committee for their service to FPC and all the hard work to 
represent FPC in the parade.  Thank you to Leroy Hardy and all the children for depicting 
Hermann Seele teaching the children under the Elm Tree.  The tree has found a permanent 
home at First Protestant, planted next to the Heritage house.
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The Stream Youth Ministry - Summer
Pastor Tyler Reed 

It has been an eventful summer for First Protestant's Student Ministry! Summers are always 
full of fun with our trips to Port Aransas, volunteering at VBS, or going to the lake. The high 
point however, is always our Mission Trip. This summer we served in New Orleans and Slidell, 
LA working with various churches, ministries, and nonprofits who work to serve and be a light 
in their community. Our youth were able to come alongside them and provide much needed 
help while also learning about the importance of a community looking out for one another in 
troubled times. we were able to work with and learn from people who had powerful stories 
of overcoming hurricanes, poverty, and differences who then turned around and dedicated 
themselves to helping others overcome similar struggles. we take back with us a better 
appreciation for the power of community and our need to be plugged into a body of believers 
who can help us overcome adversity, both physical, mental, or spiritual. As our theme verse 
for the trip says, "Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality." 
-Romans 12:13 we were created by god to live in community and to look after the 
needs of our neighbors. 
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Congratulations to a Very Special Group of Seniors
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Women’s Ministries
From the Desk - of  Daphne Spraitzer
President Women’s Ministries

Our ladies sponsored an amazing 
piano concert with 3 of the 
extremely gifted students of 
Sharon Weidemann.  The music 
was beautiful and the reception 
was full of food and fellowship.  
Thank you to Sharon and her 
students for sharing the incredible 
gifts of music and all the ladies 
who furnished cookies and 
pastries, set up and cleaned up.  
Another thank you to all those who 
turned out to enjoy our afternoon 
of exceptional music.  Here are just 
a few pictures of this special day! 

From left:
Gavin Remo, Seth Underwood, 
and Ryan Lopez, pianists and 
Sharon Weidemann, teacher
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By now your children or grandchildren have 
experienced their first day of school for 2021-
22. Facebook was flooded for several days 
with pics featuring your beautifully coiffed 
children holding up Pinterest worthy signs 
recording their names and school grades. 
The hope and excitement and perhaps a bit 
of angst for the new year radiating from their 
fresh, smiling faces. 

Most likely your child’s first day of school 
involved a nametag. One that identified 
their name, their teacher’s name, their bus 
number, and their school. Such is the purpose 
of a name tag; to identify the person, and to 
indicate with whom they belong.

It starts just moments after birth. A wristband 
with the parents’ names is secured onto the 
newborn’s arm to identify to whom he or 
she belongs. 

Over the course of our lives, we will wear 
many name tags to identify us and associate 
us with a school, a company, an organization. 
we may wear a badge or don a shirt with 
a company logo. we may display a desk 
placard or carry a business card. 

Often, this tag comes with privilege or 
responsibility. My name badge allowed me 
access into the school where I worked, no 
badge, no entrance. It identified me as staff, 
a person who was authorized to enter the 
campus.  By the same token, the bank loan 
officer’s desk placard let the customer know 
they were dealing with the one who had the 
power to approve or deny their loan request.

  by Sue Saur

we will pick up and lay down many name 
tags and placards as we travel through life. 
The privilege and responsibilities that come 
with each will change, too. I have kept my 
name badge from Texas State, but it no 
longer raises the gate arm allowing entrance 
to the treasured faculty parking lot!

Paul, in his second letter to the Corinthians, 
talks about our privilege and responsibility 
as Christians. In fact, the heading for this 
section gives away our new title: we are 
Christ’s Ambassadors. 

2 Corinthians 5:20-21 says this: 

20 So we are Christ’s ambassadors; God is 
making his appeal through us. We speak 
for Christ when we plead, “Come back to 
God!” 21 For God made Christ, who never 
sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that 
we could be made right with God through 
Christ.

A simple but comprehensive definition of the 
word “ambassador” is this: an authorized 
messenger or representative.

Paul was writing to the church in Corinth, to 
a group of people who identified themselves 
as Christians. Their nametags might have 
included “The First Christian Church of 
Corinth”, but Paul was telling them, and 
us, that as Christians—as people who have 
received Christ as their Savior—that our 
name tags carry authority. Not because of 
our names, but because we are ambassadors 
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An ambassador is appointed by the 
government or king to represent them to 
others. In Paul’s day, an ambassador relayed 
the message the king told him to say. He 
didn’t change the message.  He often carried 
the king’s seal, but he always carried the 
king’s authority. He was the mouthpiece of 
the king.

we are called “Ambassadors for god” ---by…
the Almighty god! He has given this privilege 
and responsibility to us—mere mortals. He 
could have given it to the angels, but god 
chose to give His people the humbling job to 
represent Him in what Bible Scholars refer to 
as the Ministry of Reconciliation. 

The reconciliation is between god and 
sinners. Between god and the lost. Our 
privilege as Christians is to speak for Him, 
allowing god to work through us, offering 
the message of hope that Jesus Christ as our 
substitute, died to pay the price for our sins, 
so we can be reconciled to god.

we, as ambassadors, will pick up and lay 
down this tag but once—this tag with room 
for just one name. It is a reminder of our 
life’s best work. To truly love our god and 
others, everything we do as individuals and 
a church must be filtered through this most 
important role. 

Here’s your tag. wear it well.

Ambassador 
for Christ

GIC21 Presents  Super Mission Sunday
October 24th. October 24th. October 24th.

•	 Join us for an action packed Sunday morning as we welcome some of our local missionaries 
back to First Protestant Church.

•	 Hear stories of how they are continuing their (our) work during…despite the COVID crisis…
and how First Protestant is participating.

•	 It	will	be	a	morning		filled	with	stories	of	joy…	of	pain	…	of victories … of struggles … of tears… 
of laughter … of encouragement and song and prayer.

•	 It will be a time of fellowship and food. 

•	 And lots of love.  Don’t miss it.  October 24th.

Be the light.                                    Fuel the light.
*For more information contact Sue Saur

Be the Light.     Fuel the Light.                     
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Family Life Center 2021
It’s been over 30 years since the vision of a new Family Life Center was cast. The building that 
currently houses an office complex, music department, fellowship hall, commercial kitchen, 
and discipleship classrooms was the result of that vision and has served First Protestant Church 
for over 25 years. During that time there have been hundreds of events, worship services, bible 
studies, youth and children’s programs including 25 years of providing daycare facilities to the 
community. 
The life of this church was dramatically changed when ground was broken in 1992. The Family 
Life Center has been at the core of our church campus and will celebrate its 27th birthday in 
October of this year. Through the years the building has served us well. The time has come for 
us to give back to this facility for her to continue to serve capably. You will notice work being 
done over the next few weeks (if it has not started already) on the exterior of the building.  
This project has been carefully considered by the finance committee and your church council 
and will begin with the replacement of gutters and downspouts that have reached the end 
of their life span. It will include minor repairs to the roof that surfaced during the ice storm 
in February and excessive rain this past spring. Additionally, the building is receiving needed 
repairs to stucco and will be completely repainted to help maintain its integrity and majesty. 
we ask for your patience during the process if it causes any inconvenience and for your 
continued stewardship which provides for this care of our facilities. we know this project will 
benefit our programming for many years to come.
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Summer at First Protestant School!
FPS had a Summer FULL of fun activities and learning. Our school-aged children 
participated	in	their	first	field	trips	since	2020	and	had	a	blast.	They	went	to	places	like	
the Johnson City Zoo, San Antonio Aquarium, and the Landa Park Pool. We had the mobile 
game company, Games2U, come to the school many times throughout the summer as they 
provided a safe way for the children to get out and get moving. After enjoying the summer 
sun, Kona Ice Snow Cones, water balloon tosses, tie dye, giant foam pits and more, we are 
now settling into the new school year focusing on our education, the Lord and still having 
a good time! 
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First Protestant Church
172 West Coll Street
New Braunfels, TX 78130

Sunday December 20th, 2020

9:30am Service 
&  11:00am Services

A big “Thank You” to all our volunteers who helped  make VBS 2021 a huge success this year! we got 
to show 85 children the love of Jesus this week! we appreciate our teachers, assistants, storytellers, 
craft experts, those who prepared or donated our meals, those who prepared our rooms and 
Schumann Hall for a great experience every day and so much more!! Please know we appreciate all 
your hard work and dedication to the children of VBS 2021. 

We hope that seeing all these pictures of young lives being changed, 
will inspire you to be a part of VBS 2022!  


