
C O N N E C T I O N
Where everybody is somebody, and Jesus Christ is Lord    Spring 2018

The Global Impact Celebration:  
You Came…Now “GO!”  by Sue Saur                                                                             

If you’ve ever been on a mission trip or a 
Christian retreat you know about it, this 
phenomenon known as the “mountaintop 
experience”.  It’s that feeling of being 
overwhelmed by the Holy Spirit; the 
perfect trifecta of escaping to a secluded 
environment, in the company of a small 
group of like-minded people, enveloped 
in an intimate communion… with the God 
of the universe. 

In these sacred moments, conversation 
has no place. 

This is holy ground. 

I’ve experienced it praying over youth 
on a literal mountaintop in Colorado. 
While washing their feet in a chapel on a 
reservation in New Mexico. In Bryansk, as 
the guitar strummed the chorus of How 
Great Thou Art, we sang along in English; 
our new friends joining us in Russian, all 
of us gathered up around a simple table 
enclosed behind cold, Communist-era 
concrete walls that could not stifle the joy. 
It’s been mine standing hand in hand with 
women, surrounding a Port Aransas police 
officer in prayer, before sending him off to

a 12 hour shift armed with a gun and a 
box of homemade cookies; the burden 
of months, if not years, ahead for the 
community he is charged to protect and 
to serve.

It’s a sweet joy, an unexplainable peace, 
an overwhelming encounter with God-- 
we quietly, desperately hold hard to. 

If you were part of the Kick-Off service 
for the GIC, it was yours. Shoulders 
pressed close, bathed in the warmth of 
the music filling up every space, we sang, 
we prayed, we listened, inspired. If you 
were there, you felt it.

If you joined a small group, huddled 
in as the missionaries shared a story 
or six, of the hard times, the glorious 
times, the dark times, the sweet times. 
As you prayed with them, as you tasted 
the loveliness of their humbled lives, so 
ordinary, so exemplary, you felt it.

If you gathered on Saturday night, 
“food carts” filled with international 
fare, you knew the light-heartedness of 
silly games, the poignant moments of 
missionary hearts laid bare, determined 
to speak words to encourage us toward 
more…

If you came, you were jolted, alert 
…solemn. Like me, sobered by the 
profound silence, waiting for words from 
the pastor of my entire adulthood---as 
the man never at a loss for a word quietly 
announced--- “Satan did not win!”
The room erupted in applause.  
If you came, you savor that moment 
still.… 
                                                       continued on Page 3
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They say if you want your congregation 
to gain a deeper insight into the value of 
missions, you must do one of two things: 
bring the people to the mission field, or 
bring the mission field to the people.
The goal of our first Annual Global Impact 
Celebration was just this. We brought the 
missionaries to New Braunfels to bless and 
encourage the people of First Protestant. 
And the people of First Protestant, in 
His love, responded by blessing the 
missionaries.
What a beautiful, holy thing.

The GIC team gathered two weeks later 
to debrief the event, most of us still lifted, 
still moved. Someone offered, “I was sad to 
leave. I didn’t want to go home, because—
well, then it would be over.” 

It was a truth we all shared. None of us 
wanted to go back to the ordinary.

Such is the way of the mountaintop 
experience.

If you haven’t read Hindsfeet On High Places, 
by Hannah Hurnard, you should.
It is an allegory highlighting the journey of 
the character, Much-Afraid, as she learns 
to trust God. It is a hard and painful trip up 
that mountain, but once she arrives and has 
discovered the joy of His companionship, 
she begs to stay.
She doesn’t want to surrender her 
mountaintop experience.  Once you have 
savored it, you understand her reluctance. 
But Jesus reminds her that the work is not 
on the mountaintop, it is in the valley.

We come to the mountaintop to be refreshed, 
renewed. But our job is in the valley of the 
everyday.  Our experiences will be different; 
we all have unique ways and places to serve. 
We ARE the missionaries of the ordinary. 
But we know we go with the promise of the 
mountaintop!

We will begin planning for the 2019 GIC in a 
few weeks. 

Come. Savor. Be refreshed.

Then “GO!”

The Global Impact Celebration: cont. 
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First Protestant Church’s children’s ministry program has a new name and look! “Sons and Daughters” 
has been the new name of the group since school started in September! Children ages from Pre-K to 5th 
grade are involved in both the Sunday School hour and the “Kid’s Church” hour. If you are new to FPC, 
please stop by Seele Parish Hall and say hello! If your child has still not registered for Sunday School or 
Kids’ Church, please fill out one of the registration forms located with the ushers during the services and 
drop it off at the church (or mail it in), at your earliest convenience. You can also pick up a registration 
packet in Seele any Sunday or Wednesday evening. We want you and your child to be a part of such a 
growing group! You can also contact Denise Martin for more information, 830-609-7729 X 26.
Our FPC Sons and Daughters Ministry program has been busy this past semester with a fall spaghetti 
supper and registration kick off , a “ Blessing of the Backpacks” event during worship services, two trips 
to the Comal Crisis Center to worship with residents there in October and November, a very successful 
Adventskranz workshop, two performances of Lessons and Carols at the church and caroling at Eden Hill 
all in December! That’s a lot, right? These children are learning to be the true “hands and feet” of Jesus 
by being a part of the doing and giving to others in our community. These off campus trips and activities 
are a great way to be obedient to Christ’s calling to feed his sheep and to witness that He is our Lord and 
Savior. We are very blessed to have the resources available that allow us to provide these outings and 
activities for our students that we know cannot be duplicated in public school. 

Vacation Bible School dates have been set for June 3-7 from 5:30 pm - 8:30 pm. Volunteers for the event 
are needed. Last year FPC’s vacation bible school had an average of 80 attendees each evening for five 
days. We are wanting to increase that number so more children can hear the word of God and celebrate 
and learn of HIS love in VBS style! Our theme this year is Hero Central. Please contact Denise Martin at 
830-382-8937. 
Here are some upcoming dates to mark on your calendar:
April 1st, Easter Sunday: Butterfly Release on the front lawn of our church and the placing of 
flowers on the cross. (These two activities take the place of an Easter egg hunt from previous 
years)
April 29th, Riverside Contemporary Worship Service and River Baptisms @ Rob Miller’s house: 
Sons and Daughters will take part in the worship service. ( Singing our theme song, reading 
scripture, assisting with ushering and offering).
March 11th- Spring Break, No Sunday School or Children’s Church
March 14th- No Mid-Week classes
March 25th- Palm Sunday Workshop and Walk
April 1st- Easter Sunday, Sunday School but no Children’s Church, Butterfly Release on the front 
lawn of church after 10:30 services. Children are asked to bring a flower for the cross.
( This event takes the place of an Easter egg hunt on the front lawn) 
April 15th- “His Hands and Feet” Outing: Eden Hill
April 29th: Sunday River Baptism, Sons and Daughters to participate in River Service.
May 16th- Last Mid-Week Wednesday: Landa Park with Merge students
May 23rd and 30th: VBS Decorating, 6:00 pm -9:00 pm
May 27th - Last Sunday of Sunday School
June 3-7- Vacation Bible School, Comal Crisis Center children to attend, 5:30 pm - 8:30 pm
July 7th-14th - Merge Mission Students’ Mission Trip: Pray for our teenagers as they witness to 
others the love of our Savior Jesus Christ.
July 20-21: Summer Sizzle/ Rob Miller’s Lake Platz and Joe, Sara and Steven Tays Lake Platz for 
the sleepover. The sleepover is for 3-5 graders only.

 by Denise Martin
Director of Children’s 

Ministry
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Give us a smile there Kaitlyn! 
( with her mother Allison Humphries).

This family blesses me!

Our first visit to Comal Crisis Center. We 
worshiped with the children at the shelter.

Maggie and Lela Nuhn enjoying 
activities are our Harvest Party!

Harvest Party...these kiddos 
make me smile!

 Adventskranz
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Our December trip to Eden Hill to sing Christmas Carols and bring 
Christmas cheer to their residents .

Our first Sons and Daughters “Lessons and Carols.” It was 
snowing outside that evening!
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Women’s Ministries
From the Desk - of Alice Boettger 
President Women’s Ministries

2018 Women’s Ministries 
Installation of New Officers

Laurel Evans - Women’s Ministries 
Woman of the Year 2017!

One of the greatest joys of being President is to Honor an 
Outstanding Lady each year that has been willing to use 
her gifts, talents and abilities to support the mission of 

the Women’s Ministries and ministry of this church. 

Laurel Evans 
Laurel Louise Evans was born on July 8th 1941 to Lorenz 

Bading and Lottie duMenil Bading in Laurel’s “Oma’s” 
farmhouse - delivered by Dr Fred Frueholz.

Laurel, the compassion you show to the people we serve 
is an inspiration for all of us. We have noticed how you 
treat everyone with respect and kindness, no matter 

what the situation is.  We have also noticed how you are 
always there to say just the right words and how they go 
a long way towards helping individuals and families to 

heal and keep their dignity.

Your work hasn’t gone unnoticed, with our deepest 
gratitude, we thank you.
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   Women’s Ministries Annual 
Potato Soup Fund Raising 

Team for 2017017

Hosted by - Roxolin Krueger
Come and Dine “The Master 

Calleth” Come and Dine
Special Guest Speaker

Salvation Army Lady Captain 
Lois Leal

Women’s Ministries 
Thanksgiving Luncheon
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Charlene Nolte’s 4th Annual Fall 
September Salad Luncheon and Meeting
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Flying Fingers
 by Mae Kraft

Mission Bound 
The Flying Finger Ladies have been busy making bags for Jill Rodriquez 

to take to Mexico.  They are for the people to carry their Big Print Bibles, 
provided by one of our church members.  Hygiene items and crocheted bible 

bookmarks will also be included in the bags.  Jill, her daughter Marisa and 
Cailey Acker are going from First Protestant.  They will leave on Wednesday 

after Easter.  
This is one of the ways our ladies participate with Mission projects.  We 

would be glad to have other women or men to join us on Wednesday 
mornings to cut, sew, iron, knit, crochet or just to enjoy fellowship and meet 

other members of our church family. We meet upstairs at 9am in Mae’s office. 
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Student Ministries

By Pastor Chris Savage

Advent 
Workshop

Youth “Surprise” Baby Shower
For Janessa and Asher



13

Wassailfest
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End of the Weekend Group Photo

Dinner 
Before 
Camp 

Colin & 
Cooper 
after 
Kayaking 

Girls eating 
snacks 

before bed

Michael 
found his 

calling
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2018 Palm Workshop and Walk
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"Hero Central" VBS coming to FPC! 

June 3rd-7th, 6:00pm to 8:30pm. Contact Denise Martin if you are interested in being 
involved! Our "Hero Central Crew" is forming! 830-832-8937.  

To volunteer go to www.myvbs.org/herofpc


