
C O N N E C T I O N
Where everybody is somebody, and Jesus Christ is Lord

The Future of the Bible in America
From Rev. Daryl Higgins, Rev. Phil Brown, Rev. Chuck Huckaby
Recently, we received an email that a good number of you at First Protestant - not to mention your 
friends and family - have seen. 

We’d like to address it here so you can be informed when others bring up the subject.

Here it is:

PAY ATTENTION PEOPLE..
I'm sure you know that NIV was published by Zondervan but is now OWNED by Harper Collins, 
who also publishes the Satanic Bible and The ...Joy of Gay Sex.

The NIV has now removed 64,575 words from the Bible including Jehovah, Calvary, Holy Ghost 
and omnipotent to name but a few…

The NIV and ESV and other versions have also now removed 45 complete verses. Most of us have 
the Bible on our devices and phones.

Try and find these scriptures in NIV or ESV on your computer, phone or device right now if you are 
in doubt:

Matthew 17:21, 18:11, 23:14; Mark 7:16, 9:44, 9:46; Luke 17:36, 23:17; John 5:4; Acts 8:37

...you will not believe your eyes.
Let's not forget what the Lord Jesus said in John 10:10 (King James Version)

THE SOLUTION
If you must use the NIV or ESV, BUY and KEEP AN EARLIER VERSION OF the BIBLE. A Hard 
Copy cannot be updated. All these changes occur when they ask you to update the app. on your 
phone, laptop, etc. Buy and KEEP EARLIER VERSIONS AND STORE THEM.
 
There is a crusade geared towards altering the Bible as we know it; NIV and many more versions 
are affected.
  
To get started, let’s ask the question: Is the above true? 

Well, yes and no. 

First, we’ll talk about what’s TRUE.

Throughout history, people have tried to twist the Word of God to say what they want it to say. 
Anytime a large “secular for profit” corporation is in control of any “Christian” related entities, then 
extreme caution is advised. These secular corporations and organizations often have an agenda that 
they are trying to promote, and it is clearly to turn our society into a godless secular “utopia” where 
the worship of the state, or the government, is the desired end result. ...continued on page 3
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Without meaning to be alarming or negative, that is what is happening, and you can see it everyday in 
American culture and society. 

Secular groups are not the only danger, of course. Groups like the “Jehovah’s Witnesses” have their own 
translation that Bible translators from many traditions consider “skewed.”  Mormons - the self-styled 
“Latter Day Saints” - added so-called “scriptures” to the 66 books Protestants refer to as “the Bible”. 
Mainline scholars influenced by so called “Religion” departments at the university level, which seem to 
mostly reflect the religion of secular humanism (yes, it is a faith every bit as much as Christianity), have 
also done whatever they could to mute, soften or otherwise water down the Word of God.  

One current example of the latter is the “Common English Bible”. 

As one pastor noted about that translation:

The Common English Bible poses as a translation, but it is really a paraphrase. It is supposed to reflect 
changes in our culture, language, and worship. From reading their material, I get the impression that 
the translators essentially crowd-sourced the final wording. What modern people want to hear takes 
precedence over what the biblical writers wanted to say.  The Common English Bible de-emphasizes 
the legal, cultural, social, political, and economic context of the Bible in favor of our contemporary 
values and settings. It’s like someone took bits and scraps from our contemporary culture and pasted 
it together into something that resembles the Bible.  The Common English Bible often broadens 
the meaning of the text to fit a contemporary context, even when the contemporary context is quite 
different from the biblical context.  (You can read the full review here: http://bit.ly/CEBreview)

With regard to the above “warning” email, the New International Version or NIV  has been recently 
updated in 2011. It is still a reliable translation of scripture and arguably improved over the 1984 
translation. As pastoral staff we will continue to monitor this and other translations so that the scriptures 
read in public settings at First Protestant Church are the reliable word of God instead of tracts from 
people wanting to reshape the Christian faith in their image.

As the spiritual situation in the United States continues to decline however, we may be required to 
change the translations used in public worship in order to remain faithful to the intention of God and - as 
we have always said in the last 25+ years here - to remain faithful to “God’s Word Written”.

Second, let’s talk about another potential problem that was mentioned. 

This problem is who controls publication of the Biblical text. Distribution of Bibles is a two part effort of 
Bible Publishers and the copyright holders of the respective translations.

In recent years the number of independent Bible publishers has greatly decreased. HarperCollins, a 
publically owned secular company; Zondervan, a formerly private and Christian owned company gone 
public; and Thomas Nelson, a public but ostensibly “Christian” company were all separate entities 
competing in the marketplace for Bible sales. As of 2012, however, these companies became one huge 
conglomerate. Together, they control most of the “Bible Marketplace” for Protestants, Catholics, and 
Orthodox in the United States. 

It’s easy to see how a “Bible monopoly” could tamper with the text of scripture. As the above warning 
noted, the major publishers of the New International Version and New King James version are owned 
by Harper which publishes a variety of immoral and anti-Christian literature.  There is another 
protective factor in place, however, the “copyright holder”. Originally put in place to protect royalties, 
the copyrights on modern translations do serve as a protective factor against changing the text of 
scripture by the publisher. Except for the New King James Version with a copyright owned by Thomas 
Nelson itself, Harper controlled entities own no other major Bible copyright.  The “right” to make any 
changes to the New International Version (for instance), are vested with Biblica (formerly known as the 
“International Bible Society” ) and are beyond corporate control. At this point the three most popular 
modern translation copyrights are owned by Christian groups that seek to be faithful to the text of 
scripture: New International Version, English Standard Version, and New Living Translation. 
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The ongoing danger is that 1) a good translation will be packaged in a “study” version filled with 
heretical “notes” or that 2) a faithful text might be put out of circulation for reasons of “profitability”.

The first problem is indeed real. Unfortunately as evangelical Christians we have also been guilty of 
creating hyper-personalized types of devotional and “study” bibles that tended to trivialize the Bible, 
promote Christian celebrities, or somehow make scripture subservient to another agenda in our own 
quest for “relevance”.  

So while non-evangelicals may have produced “study bibles” whose notes and “scholarship” seem 
arranged primarily to discredit the text of scripture, those claiming to “love the Bible” have promoted 
heresies like the “Prosperity Gospel” by packaging the Bible with questionable “study notes”.

Third, let’s talk about what’s NOT TRUE.

There are issues of Bible translation the writer of this note fails to understand.

When you scan the verses in question, you’ll notice that even very evangelical Christian translations, 
like the New American Standard Bible (NASB), have made special notations about these same verses 
since at least 1977. 

There are even other verses that might be mentioned besides these, like Ephesians 1:7 and Colossians 
1:14, where the cry is usually “they’re leaving out the blood of Christ.”  
 
Why the different verses?
 
The issue is “what did the inspired author actually write and was something added or taken away by 
someone else later?”
 
How do we decide?

Different scholars have different opinions about how to figure that out.
 
You can tell a lot about different copies of the Bible by comparing them. It’s a bit like the kid who kept 
turning in “My child was sick, please excuse his absence” notes to the principal.  He was really sick only 
one day, but it worked so well he wrote a bunch of his own notes. How did he get caught? In that case 
his handwriting gave it away once all the notes were laid side by side. The first one became the standard 
by which the rest were judged.

Line up many different Bibles and then compare it to the “New World Translation” of the “Jehovah’s 
Witnesses” and when you get to John 1, for instance, you’ll see lots of differences. 

Do the same with ancient copies of the Bible and something similar happens. 
 
In this case it’s not the handwriting but usually the age of the manuscript, who copied it, and where it 
was found that can be determined. That’s why Mormon manuscripts, claiming to be written in languages 
nobody but Joseph Smith ever heard of  found in America, are so suspect (and the fact they copy some 
American Church documents and other writings word for word.)
 
This is nothing new (at least since the 1800’s), but reflects the task of translation into English from 
different “families” of NT manuscripts and different theories about the most reliable (i.e. oldest) copies 
of the inerrant “original” texts.  

“King James Only” folks believe the KJV and its underlying text (Textus Receptus) alone are fully 
reliable. ...con’t page 5
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Other evangelical Christians who also believe in the full inerrancy of scripture, who work with the 
producers of  the NASB from very evangelical Christian seminaries (Dallas Theological Seminary), 
believe that there are other older and more reliable (closest to what Paul actually penned for instance) 
manuscripts. 

That is why two versions, by people equally committed to the inspiration and authority of scripture 
like the KJV and NASB translators, can differ at points, though not in substance.  The NASB chooses 
to handle the matter by keeping the KJV words and marking them with a [parenthesis]. The NIV uses 
a footnote. The ESV (widely considered to be more “literal” and “conservative” than the NIV) has a 
footnote at the end of the previous verse, i.e. Matt 17:20.
 
The New King James handles things by translating the Textus Receptus of the KJV (or at least 
updating the language of the KJV) but footnoting wherever that differs from the text used by the 
NASB/NIV/ESV. 

The interesting thing about the New King James is that it also shows where the KJV’s Greek text 
diverges from another family of texts called the “Majority Text”, the text you’d have if you let the 
majority of existing NT manuscripts produce a NT, not just a few supposed “earlier ones”.
 
What’s going on with all these “missing verses” in the email above?  
 
Probably not much.
 
The New Testament is the most reliable document in world history with the most manuscripts 
produced closest to the originals.
 
Regarding these “missing” verses, usually the words are all still there in the NT as a whole.  For 
instance the words “missing” from Matthew 17:21 appear elsewhere at least in part. “This kind does 
not come out except by prayer” appears in Mark’s account (chapter 9).  
 
The next one about the Son of Man is unquestionably in Luke 17. The third reference is similar to 
passages in Mark and Luke.
 
The reference to “blood” that is not in some manuscripts for Colossians 1:14 is still in Ephesians 1:7.
 
The NIV footnotes all this and you can see how the NASB, ESV, and NIV choose to handle this at this 
link:
 
http://bit.ly/VerseComparison
 
God’s Word is all there in modern translations and all we need to know was preserved even if God did 
not let us keep the “Originals” under glass for fear we’d worship them instead of Christ.

There are other factors that explain these discrepancies, but this article is already getting too long.

So what is the future of the Bible in America?

It’s a bright future because the Word of God will accomplish whatever God sends it forth to do. See 
Isaiah 55:10 on that.

Because it always calls us to account, revealing our sin and telling us to repent and believe in Jesus 
Christ, the Bible will always have enemies in America - now more than ever before. 

The pastors of First Protestant Church will strive to keep preaching the true word of God and make 
sure the people of God have access to solid translations that do not water down, distort or otherwise 
compromise God’s Truth. 
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Itis hard to believe that the summer is over, and the kids are back in 
School. The time went by so quickly.  To me, this emphasizes the need to 
do all we can to reach and disciple the children...to put them on the path 
with Jesus, before the world can indoctrinate them and set up lifelong 
habits and addictions that they will have to overcome.  I am excited that 
God has called me and my family to be part of what FPC is doing in this 
city to minister to the children, and am looking forward to having so 
many of you working with us.

The work on Seele Parish Hall is done.  We refinished the wood floor, 
repaired the terrazzo in the foyer, built a new stage set, and added to 
the stage area.  I want to give special thanks to those who took part in 
making an amazing place for our children to worship and learn: To the 
Women’s Ministries and the ladies’ husbands, who cleaned and pulled 
staples; To Pat Krause for her cleaning, window scraping, and painting, 
to make the classrooms look so beautiful and sharp; and last but not 
least, to Jeff and Loretta Johnson, who helped almost every night for 
weeks on end, to help get all the framing done.  It was a lot of work, but 
the response of the children as they enter Big Top Kids Church makes it 
all worthwhile. 

In this upcoming year, we have so much planned. We are starting a giant 
treasure hunt for families on the last Sunday of September, followed by 
our Halloween outreach, Christmas program practice, Turkey bowling, 
and so much more.  Starting on January 3rd, we will start the kids on a 
Books of the Bible contest, as well as trying to start a Wednesday night 
children’s program. There are just so many opportunities to reach out to 
the people of New Braunfels…

Luke 14:23 says “And the Lord said unto the servant, Go out into the 
highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may 
be filled.” Anyone who has had the opportunity to talk to me knows that 
this is a verse I live by. I am all about reaching the lost for Jesus, always 
looking for opportunities to compel people to listen to the Gospel.  I pray 
that you will be part of this work, filling God’s house with me. Please 
keep watch in the bulletin for your chance to join us in our outreach 
events.  

For those who say they just can’t handle working in kidsmin because of 
time, age, or something else, have I got a very important opportunity for 
you!  I have prayer sheets.  They are pages of the kids’ first names and 
a picture. Would you be willing to commit to praying for these children 
every day, lifting them up by name, to the Lord? If you are, please come 
see me for a copy.  
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Women’s Ministries
From the desk of the president:

The Women's Ministries of First Protestant Church is an outreach ministry that is 
growing on all levels and we give our Lord Jesus Christ all the glory for his blessings.
You are invited to join us in all our endeavors. We meet on the second Monday of each 
month in the Mornhinweg Center @10:00 -12:00, unless otherwise stated in the Sunday 
bulletin or by email.

Are you looking for a friend and a way to serve the Lord?  The Women's Ministries' 
purpose is to serve our church and our community with love, compassion, hospitality 
and to have fun along the journey.

We look forward to having you come join us!  Please feel free to contact me if I can help 
you in any way!

Best of Blessings! Alice Boettger amboettger@gvtc.com Cell and Text: 281-787-4011

Women’s Ministries @ Er5vendberg Orphanage Field trip
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Women’s Ministries @ Resolute Health Hospital Field trip.  The doors behind
The ladies are the original front doors from the very first church.

Alice Boettger-Women’s Ministries
 Field Trip @ Jo Schwab’s Ranch Edie and Jo – Jo Schwab’s Ranch
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Clipping and Sending 
Manufacturer’s Coupons

 for The Troops
by Pat Krause

As you might already know, coupons are collected, clipped, sorted and 
mailed to four military bases in The Netherlands, Guam, Germany, and 
Naples in a rotating basis.  A large box of coupons with an estimated 
value of $20,000+ goes out at least once a month depending on the 
volume of coupons received.  Once a postal box is stuffed, another is 
started for another military base.  Our current total amount sent to 
these four bases is over $250,000.
Coupons are sorted by category…food, non-food, and pet.  Each 
category is then tallied and put into plastic bags before being put in the 
mailing box.  A cover sheet is sent along with the coupons giving the 
base a tally of each category along with the grand total.  
When they are received at the base they are put out for personnel to 
get all and as many as they want in any of the categories.  
There are some guidelines that are used before sending the coupons.
1.) Only manufacturer’s coupons can be used.  They cannot use 
coupons for Target,
Walgreens, etc.
2.) They are sorted by food, non-food, and pet and put into plastic 
bags and labeled.
3.) They can only be 6 months past expiration date.  This one can be a 
bit tricky.  Mail out is usually only once a month and usually at the end 
of the month.  So allowing for the time and transit time, the best rule 
is cut or give only those coupons that are 4 months old at the time they 
are submitted.
Letters of thanks have been received and you can read online the 
many of testimonies that are received by military personnel and their 
families who are the recipients of the gift of these coupons.  Coupons 
are actually received from a caring person from out of state who sends 
large envelopes of coupons to be included in the monthly mail out.  It 
is a small way that we can say thanks to those who serve our country.  
Won’t you help…we are always in need of people who have a little bit of 
time to cut coupons.  For more information, contact Pat Krause.
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Lay Ministry
By Jill Rodriguez

Calling all Lay Ministers!
Have you ever thought of being a Lay Minister? 
Do you find yourself asking exactly what a Lay 
Minister does? Lay ministry is a term used for 
members of Christian denominations who are 
not full-time paid clergy, or ordained clergy, 
but who perform the same or similar function. 
Some Lay Minister responsibilities are visiting, 
administering communion, reading Scripture 
and praying with our members who are home 
bound or in nursing facilities.

First Protestant Church has an extensive list of 
members we need to be visiting on a regular 
basis and this is where YOU become involved. 
Anybody who wants to share God's Love, 
Light and Word can be a Lay Minister. FPC
will be offering training soon and we would
like for you to consider participating in the 
ay Ministry program. Please contact 
Jill Rodriguez, Director of Lay Ministry, at 
512-665-3762 or jill@firstprotestant.com  
if you are interested.

Being a Lay Minister will bless you 
in ways you cannot even imagine. 
Friendships are formed and 
relationships are developed.  Please be 
in prayer for our Lay Ministry program 
at First Protestant Church of New 
Braunfels.
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By Pastor Chris Savage

Merge Youth Ministries of First Protestant Church have been undergoing a lot of changes this summer. 
We first changed our name from XA (Chi Alpha) to Merge. As you can see in our logo our lives should 
merge into the life of Christ. Our mission statement is to transform and empower youth to live kingdom 
living. This means creating an atmosphere where the Holy Spirit can transform our student’s lives and 
empower them to be faithful in a sinful world. Kingdom living is to live in such a way that we are living 
out the values that were here before sin entered the world. This includes loving others, being humble, 
caring for others, and taking authority and care of the earth. 

To kick off our summer, we took our annual coast trip to Port Aransas. Here we celebrated our 
successful year of ministry by making and eating meals together, swimming, and having group 
discussions. This trip is just one thing I look forward to every year, where we can just have fun and be in 
fellowship.

In July, a group of 21 students and 4 adults ventured to Rosebud Reservation in Parmelee, South Dakota. 
Here we gave hope to a community that had lost hope due to the lack of jobs, poverty, and hardship 
within the reservation government. There is not only a lot of alcoholism, but sex trafficking, favoritism 
in the government, and a lack of care for the community and each other. We were able to be part of the 
process of restoring hope within this community by painting a church, helping a woman out by sprucing 
up her yard and replacing her windows. When we returned to New Braunfels we hosted a luncheon. 
Here our team shared about our influence in the community and how the community had an influence 
on us. We invite you next year to our luncheon to hear about our experience on our next trip. Thank you 
to all who participated in prayer and financially for our youth mission trip. We do mission trips to help 
our students grow, mature, and build upon their faith. We are blessed to have a loving family that cares 
so much about the experiences and Biblical foundation of our youth. 

Each summer we schedule events called Wacky Wednesdays with our junior and senior high youth. 
We get together and have a short devotional and have a lot of fun. The junior high students this year 
went to Enchanted Rock, swam out at Rodney and Cathy Fischer’s Lake house, went to Spring Loaded, 
and ZDT’s. The senior high students went bowling, floated down the Guadalupe River, painted the 
Merge Youth Ministries floors and saw a movie afterwards. In August we partnered with Jerald and had 
a Youth Work Day where we cleaned out the Bell Tower, trimmed some bushes, painted, and cleaned 
up the parking lot. We enjoy gathering together in fellowship to help others, have fun, and learn 
something from God’s word. Our students have heart to serve our family, community, and each other. 

In an effort to give biblical foundation to our students, we want them to live out the gospel and to be 
disciples. Over the summer, Eric Goelzer, my wife Janessa, and I took part in a seven-week Discipleship 
class that was two hours per session. We learned and were stretched through this experience. Using 
the exact same materials, I offered this class to our students. I had nine students take part in this class. 
Part of our journey is to step out in faith and to follow what God is calling us to do. They struggled 
through the first week but stuck with it and got the hang of it. We are excited to facilitate this material 
to our Sunday school class this fall and then facilitate this material to our church family during Lent. 
Stay tuned for more info on this year’s Lent series.
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Sunday School is a vital part of our ministry, as we dive deep in God’s word. We finished up our series 
Genesis to Revelation at the end of August. As we journeyed we learned how God’s love is abundant 
and how he pursues his people even though they turn their backs. God pursued us so far to send 
his only Son to model and create a way to have direct relationship with God the Father. Now we (the 
students, myself and Eric Goelzer) have begun facilitating the discipleship class to our other students. 
I look forward to watching our students grow and multiply as we live out God’s word. 

Our Wednesday Night Live program has launched and our theme for the year is Survivor. This year 
we will be talking about how to survive by surrendering our stuff, things, and life for Jesus. We will 
also talk about purity in relationships, boundaries, and the forgiveness that Jesus gives us when we do 
mess things up. The last topic we will be covering is social media and how to survive and live kingdom 
living in a social media based world. A big THANK YOU to Oscar Hernandez in working with the youth 
during our worship time. We are working together with the students to bring the youth band back. All 
who would like to participate or learn an instrument, please talk with Pastor Chris. 

Merge Youth Ministries is a great place to be, and I am excited about all the things we will be doing 
this year. I have a great team that will be a key influence in our students’ lives. Thank you for all your 
support, prayers, and the opportunities. We are excited to watch God transform and empower us to do 
great things as we continue to merge our lives to his plan. Thank you again church family!
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The Bible tells us in Matthew 19, that the disciples of Jesus Christ were scolded by the Lord for 
attempting to turn away children from approaching him.

Matthew 19:14; But Jesus said, “Let the children come to me. Don’t stop them! For 
the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to those who are like these children.”

The director of First Protestant School, Sheenae Hernandez-Garcia, has a passion for teaching 
children about the love of Jesus Christ and for guiding their spiritual growth and her passion 
is reflected by the school’s long waiting list. If you don’t believe me, go talk to her about the 
school – you’ll get it right away. First Protestant School was even voted by the community as the 
#1 Daycare Center in New Braunfels last year. In addition to the education of our preschoolers, 
the school is a dependable financial provider to the church budget. Sheenae makes a point of 
keeping a lower student-teacher ratio than is required by State law and keeps expenses under 
budget.

As a response to the growth of New Braunfels, a new school facility is being planned. However, 
before those plans can be realized, the church must make some changes to the Heritage House 
to meet the immediate short-term needs of the school.

Sheenae and Jerald Schroeder have spent many weeks researching and planning to see how the 
school could meet its current goals, keep up-to-date with stringent State code requirements for 
daycare facilities, and at the same time, continue to provide outstanding service to the families 
of New Braunfels.

The plan they came up with and presented to the Church Council will allow the school to 
function more efficiently and will also better prepare the Heritage House to meet the needs 
of the church when the school ultimately moves out. Interior walls are being removed; new 
restrooms are being added; flooring and ceilings are being replaced; and life and fire safety 
upgrades are being installed.

The Board of Finance met several times to review the proposed modifications and approved 
a budget for the project. Two bids were received and the project was awarded to T & F 
Construction. Financing for the project will be accomplished by two generous gifts, one from 
the Lucille Fuchs estate and the other from the Timmermann estate, with the remaining funds 
coming from 2015 school maintenance budget.

Change, growth and progress are never easy, but they are necessary. Special thanks to Dr. Joey 
Martin and the choir for their patience, flexibility, and willingness to allow the school to use 
choir and handbell space during this expansion.

I can’t think of a better way to invest the resources that we have truly been blessed with, than in 
the spiritual and educational growth of the newest generation of New Braunfelsers.

Heritage House Renovation
by Eric Goelzer, Council President
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