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Where everybody is somebody, and Jesus Christ is Lord

A  New  Year,  2016

A Yelp! for Help: 
How To Help Your Church on Social Media

 By Rev. Chuck Huckaby 

As every church and business is learning, the world of communications has 
changed forever, thanks to the Internet.

To reach out to people in the past - churches and businesses could rely on proven 
methods to communicate their message or bring prospects in. All it took was a 
tested mix of radio or TV spots, direct mail, billboards and signage, Yellow Pages 
or printed ads.

Those ads were never cheap and as people get more and more of their 
information over the Internet in some fashion, the cost of reaching people through 
“yesterday's” tools gets harder and harder.  It's not that these methods  are 
completely ineffective, it's that the cost to achieve the same results as before, gets 
higher and higher!

Churches can’t reach out like they used to...
Now that folks are increasingly getting news, information, and recommendations 
(like where to eat or go to church) online, “social media” like Google Reviews, 
Facebook or specialized directories or “apps” like “Yelp!” have grown in 
importance with regards to how people find and choose even a church to visit!
When people look for a church (or preschool) these days they will go to “Google” 
or “Bing” online or to a smartphone “app” and start typing. 
When dozens of results come up, they have a few choices … give up because the 
choices are overwhelming, look for a result they've heard a friend talk about, or 
see what other folks say by way of an online “review”.
If a real person hasn't given them some information to help them sort through the 
results, they’ll “borrow” the opinions of reviewers online! 
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A Yelp!  Cont’d from Pg 1

How People Choose A Church To Visit If They Haven’t Received 
A PERSONAL Invitation...
If a list of 20 churches to possibly visit comes up, usually the listings with the best reviews 
are prioritized for more attention. From that smaller list, the person decides where to visit 
in “real life”.
Churches or businesses with lots of good reviews stand out better as you can imagine. 
Churches or businesses with poor or no rankings seem less attractive. It’s as if nobody 
even “cares”.
None of this seems “fair” of course - a church or business with no reviews could be the 
best in town, and the one with the most reviews might be terrible, in reality. 
Right or wrong, this is how a growing number of people who don't have a personal 
invitation to our church, choose to visit a congregation these days.

How can you help? 
The next time you're online looking for a recommendation about where to shop, eat, or 
find something, take a minute to see if First Protestant Church is listed there! 
If it's a place where you can leave a review like our Facebook page, Yelp! listing or any 
of the dozens of other places people have listed us, just take a moment and put in a good 
word for us! That will help people we don't know yet, consider visiting our church!
Also, if you're a regular Facebook user, consider taking a moment each week to tell your 
friends you're about to worship, study the Bible or meet your friends at First Protestant 
Church.  Just simply share news and information from our Facebook page. 
These simple and FREE things will help tremendously as we seek to be better stewards of 
our financial resources and more effective in reaching our community.

The Power of Personal Relationships
One thing that hasn't changed over time is the power of personal relationships.  Your 
personal invitation to come to church or participate in a vital ministry are still crucial for 
seeing people follow Jesus for themselves. Like one tech pioneer said, “Love” is still the 
“killer app”. “Love” beats the coolest gizmo.”  In other words, show the love of Christ and 
invite others to join you as you follow Him, so they may follow Him also!
Remember, that despite the reviews people may or may not see online - if people know, 
like, and respect YOU, and if they know that you care about them AND this church … 

They will look until they find the church YOU represent.
These are ways you can be helping your church today on Social Media!
Thank you for taking the time to help First Protestant use social media well.  As strange as 
it may seem, this is becoming a vital part of our Christian witness… we need your help and 
appreciate your assistance!
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Flying Fingers
By Mae Kraft
Volunteer Coordinator

Bonnie Mehlhaff  truly has flying fingers.  She’s knitted over 100 items for Flying Fingers’ 
Projects last year.  Not only does she do a lot, they are done beautifully!  She’s done scarf 
and hat sets, slippers and wash cloths, to name a few. 

If you would like to learn to knit, I can’t think of a better person to meet and teach you.
In the fall, we had a young lady, Christine Roberts join our class to learn how to crochet.  
With the help of  Bertha, Lucille, and the internet,  she made several items within weeks.  
We are very proud of her.  

Not only do we enjoy the fellowship,  but we are making items for our Mission Families in 
Russia.  Barbara  and Loretta continue stitching our beautiful quilts.  I think their mother 
would be very proud of them.  Anna and Lucille continue to make our pretty visitor bags.  
I believe they made close to 100 last year.    Carla never ceases to amaze us with all her 
beautiful crochet creations.  

Join us any Monday night at 6:00 in the Mornhinweg Center.  We can never have too many 
Flying Fingers.  Stop by if you are looking for a special gift.  We have these items for sale. 



5

Flying Fingers
cont...
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A Piece of the Puzzle
By Pastor Darin Roberts
 
Is being a Christian a single piece of the puzzle that makes up your life, or is your life 
a piece of your Christianity?  

In this new year, I am so excited to be starting some new Children's Ministries’ 
services, events and outreaches. The many months that I have been here have been 
amazing! We had an awesome time at VBS! Summer Sizzle was great!  We finished 
the upgrades on Seele Parish hall and we have had the chance to meet 74 kids who 
have come to our program!  Our Christmas program went great and the kids said they 
really enjoyed acting and doing puppets!

In 2016, we will do even more!!! From the new Wednesday night "Big Top Midway" 
service, our "Family Game Night" events, and "Parents’ Night Out" evenings, to 
the Frisbee outreach, this upcoming year is all about Christians spending time in 
fellowship and inviting new people to join the family. 

In the new testament, church life was the central hub of all that people did. Not the 
"church" as in a building or location, because in those days they met in homes, shops 
or even caves and tunnels. Instead ,"Church" was the family of believers. They did not 
go to church, they were the church. 

All that people did, all they had, all they were, started with their Christian walk and 
witness.  Their jobs were mission fields, their homes revival services, dinner was 
communion services, and kids playing outside was a way to invite others to see what 
was different about following  Jesus. Their everyday lives were part of the big picture 
of what the Church is.

 In our modern world, people have sports, clubs, teams, events, and more to keep 
them going twenty-five directions at once. Many spend more time talking with 
someone on FB or Pinterest, than people they know from church. My own family 
has Google Calendar linking each family member’s personal calendar, just so we can 
know where to be when. And in this modern world, it is easy to think of "Church" as 
one more thing to schedule in.  The church becomes a small piece of the puzzle that 
makes up our life.
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This year I want Children’s Ministries to help families re-focus on that idea of being together, 
of playing and fellowshipping with each other and with other Christians.   I want to create 
opportunities for people of all ages to bond together as a single family of believers. To use one 
of my Bible college terms, Koinonia (Transliterated form of the Greek word, Koinonia, which 
means communion, joint participation; the sharing which one has in anything, participation, a gift 
jointly contributed, a collection, a contribution, etc. It identifies the idealized state of fellowship and 
unity that should exist within the Christian church, the Body of Christ.)

Our Family Games Nights are a great time to just come play games, share in food, talk and 
laughter.  No study, no schedule, no format, just a time to have fun together as one big happy 
CHURCH family. The “Parents’ Night Out” is a time for the kids to come play together while 
parents can go on a date. We will be having a family kite flying and picnic this summer. 

Pastor Chris and I are looking at doing some crazy outreach programs to invite new people to 
church.  We want to do a Frisbee outreach, where we will have families go to the park, give away 
free lunches (with a Frisbee as the plate), and others playing Frisbee and throwing them to people 
at the park.  In the inside of the Frisbee, we will have a label telling the story of the prodigal son, 
steps to salvation, and an invitation to come to church – it is a gospel track on a toy…  If we have 
enough people interested in helping, we thought of a Frisbee Golf tournament, with our Frisbees.  

And these are just the things we have on the calendar so far!!!  So please, come join our Children’s 
Ministries opportunities. Let’s make 2016 the year that we enlarge God’s picture puzzle!!!

A Huge Thank You to

The Hospitality Committee

For The Welcoming Reception

For Pastor Darin and his family!
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Women’s Ministries
 by Alice BoettgerGay and Liz Gay and Liz Gay and Liz

Team 1
Back L-R, Laurel Debbie, 

Tina, Heide
Front, Gay & Charlene

 Christmas Flowers

Team 2
Lizanne and Edie 

 All Occasion Flowers

Team 3
Alice and Shirley 

 Fall Flowers

Refurbishing Schumann Hall 
Flowers

Women’s Ministries Annual Potato Soup 
Fund Raising and Soup sale October 2015

Alice and Mary

Lizanne and Gay

Shirley and Debbie

Edie and Laurel
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 Old Fashioned Christmas Around
 The Piano  and Karaoke Carols

First Protestant Christmas Party
Hosted by Women’s Ministries

You have a friend in Women’s Ministries come join us in the New Year!
Contact: Alice Boettger President 

 Cell -281-787-4011 or amboettger@gvtc.com

Janessa Savage and Marilyn Challenner  
Janessa sang “ Oh Holy Night” A real treat!

Carroll and Tina Lindeman 
 Sharing with us 101 ways to 

use fruit cake.

Marilyn Challenner pianist. 
Laurel and Callie Henderson 

Callie singing
 “We Wish You A Merry Christmas

 and Jingle Bells”

Christie Roberts
 Singing Karaoke “Mr. Grinch”

Pastor Chuck and Renee singing 
“I Walk the Line” by Johnny Cash

Gladys, Tina and Charlene  
Sharing the story about the 
German tradition of St Nicklaus

  Christmas Candy Table  by Alice Boettger

Pastor Chuck and 
Loretta Johnson
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The First Protestant-Family Promise Connection
By Kathy Coulehan

Just over two years ago, an organization sprung up in New Braunfels that was geared 
to fighting homelessness. Today, more than one hundred family members are living 
independently thanks to Family Promise.  And this goal was achieved with the help of many 
First Protestant church members.  

Last month, nearly a dozen FPC congregants, acting as support for two host churches, 
served dinner at the Methodist church.  Taking over the kitchen, they talked and laughed 
as they warmed up a variety of dishes.  Greetings rang out as other members dropped off 
salads and casseroles. Dinner was served at a very long table and included congregants of 
both churches as well as several young children, their parents and older sibling. After dinner, 
an FPC member organized games in the gym so moms could rest. Another FPC member 
and former teacher read stories to the tired and sleepy youngsters before bed.  It was a 
bittersweet night.  Many of these families were saying goodbye, moving into their own places. 
They had graduated from the Fmily Promise program. This means they’d found employment, 
transportation and a place to live. 

As a support church, our members assist at two churches about six times a year.  Besides 
meal prep and cleanup, our members have assisted constructing the playground at the Day 
Center, provided transportation for clients who needed to go for job interviews or doctor’s 
appointments. Sometimes they will do other jobs as needed.  The work is always rewarding 
and the relationships built with clients and other church members are wonderful. Our entire 
church body helps by donating goods at the Family Promise boxes located in the foyer of the 
sanctuary and by the elevator. Young families moving into new homes often need things like 
furniture, dishes and sheets.  FPC members have answered the call and donated these items 
as well. 

If you wish to volunteer, serving God by reaching out to those in need, please call the church 
office, or check out the Family Promise web site:  www.fpgnb.org.  Those who wish to work 
directly with families during the meals are required to take a volunteer class. We help with 
meals about six times a year.  

Years ago, when Family Promise was first formed, it was decided churches would be the 
perfect place.  Most are used only on Sundays, and they all have plenty of room.  The success 
of Family Promise is amazing.  So too is the magic our members feel as we step up to the 
plate.  
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Lay Ministry
By Jill Rodriguez

There Will Be Training For Lay Ministers
Sunday Feb 7th, Noon - 2 PM 

Lunch provided - Mornhinweg Center
If you plan to attend, or would be interested in being a part of this ministry, 

please contact our Director of Lay Ministry,
Jill Rodriguez @ jill@firstprotestant.com 
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By Pastor Chris Savage
Merge Youth Ministries of First Protestant 
Church has been growing, building, and 
maturing in our faith. We have been quite 
busy with a number of events, learning how 
to be better Disciples of Christ, and living life 
together. 

After we celebrated our Kickoff Sunday for ministry, we dove into our theme for youth group for the 
year:  “Survivor” (themed from the television show, Survivor). The question we have to ask ourselves 
is, ‘how do we survive as a Christian in a broken world?’ We have been going through a couple of series.  
The first series was a one-week lesson on being an includer vs. an excluder. We talked about being 
observant of our surroundings and making sure we are inviting people into our group of friends. We then 
jumped in a series called, “Surrender.”  We learned how we need to surrender our stuff, status, sin, and 
ourselves. Sometimes in our lives, we tend to allow our stuff, status, sin, and selves to get in the way of our 
relationship with God and how he really wants to use us here, in the Kingdom. The next series we worked 
through was called, “ Truth About Sex.”  Our world is so saturated with sex and sometimes we become 
numb to what is really in our faces. We spent some time talking about God’s intention of sex and how sin 
has twisted it into something else. Along with this discussion, we talked about the truth about boys and 
girls and how that is important to know because they’re made differently. There was discussion on what 
is the Godly view for what is okay and not okay from Biblical texts. Then we talked about boundaries and 
setting some safeguards so we don’t fall into temptation, or when we are tempted, what we could do to run 
from the sin. Then we talked about forgiveness and how if we did make mistakes in our past that we are 
truly forgiven by the blood of Christ. As the pastor of this ministry along with my adult leaders, we love 
our students and want to walk this part of their journey of life with them.  

I have been searching for people who are musically inclined, to lead and reorganize the youth band back 
up. Oscar Hernandez has been leading and working with our students on Sunday evenings and playing 
Wednesday nights at youth group. Live worship has made a difference in our worship time together.  I 
want to thank him for the time, talent, and energy he pours into the youth of First Protestant Church. 

We have enjoyed our time of learning and growing but we also have enjoyed our time together while 
hanging out and playing games. During the course of a month, we try to carve out time to have game 
nights to just be with each other. This is important because there are times when we as Christians need to 
be learning together and there are other times where we need to just play and have fun with one another. 

While our Merge Youth group time is to study how we move our lives towards God’s plan, we spend time 
Sunday mornings studying God’s word. Over the last several months, we have been learning how to be 
Disciples. This past summer, three adults and nine students took a course on Discipleship. We facilitated 
this material to the other students over the last few months on Sunday mornings. I have seen growth 
in our students as they step out in faith and try some of the work that we are to be doing as followers of 
Christ. We hope that you will join us for the Lenten Discipleship Series this year as we facilitate the same 
material and learn what a Disciple, a follower of Jesus Christ, is supposed to be doing. 

During the times of our church-wide blood drive, we, as a ministry, go out and have coffee or hot cocoa 
during the Sunday school hour. This is another time we can get together and share life. As we have been 
going to the coffee shop, we hope our presence reflects the love of Christ.   We hope others visiting will 
develop a curiosity of who Jesus is, through our presence.

“Intersect” has now been around for a little over a year and is growing. We have now opened this small 
group up to those students who want to study God’s word together outside our regular Sunday morning 
and Wednesday night youth group. We are currently talking about the book “I Will!” by Thom S. Rainer. 
This group meets once a month. 
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cont.d from Page 12...

Pastor Darin and I have been partnering together to brainstorm outreach events and partnership in 
ministry. In October, we did a Halloween outreach where the Youth gave out invitations to our church 
instead of candy. Merge Youth also partnered with Pastor Darin in the Advent Workshop. We had a great 
time participating in games, listening to a Biblical story, decorating some yummy sugar cookies, and doing 
crafts with the Big Top kids. We have many new events this year to bring families together and to reach out 
to our community. Keep an eye out on our calendar and in the bulletin. We are glad to have Pastor Darin as 
a part of this team, as Merge Youth and Big Top Ministries work together to further the Kingdom of God.

Every year, the youth of First Protestant Church take a summer mission trip. This year, our trip is to 
Powderhorn, Colorado. We are working with the organization, Sky Ranch. Each of the mission trips we go 
on is helping us to build, stretch, and mature in our faith. We spend most of the year raising money for this 
trip. This year, each student needs to raise $600. Our first fundraiser was Wassailfest; we had a great night 
of fellowship and sales. Our second fundraiser was our dinner theatre, which is accompanied by a Silent 
Auction. This year’s play was called, “Operation Christ Child,” which tells the story of Jesus’ birth from the 
perspective of the angels. Our next fundraiser is our Super Bowl Subs. Make sure to look for our youth on 
Sunday mornings to pre-order subs and find order forms in the bulletin. I want to thank all the parents and 
leaders who help make these fundraisers a success. The youth and I couldn’t do it without you. 

Christmas is my favorite time of year because we get to celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. As 
the Merge Room was decorated, we celebrated Christmas together. One week, we spent time telling the 
Christmas story from beginning to end. We had a White Elephant Gift Exchange along with yummy food 
and wassail. We also partnered with St. John’s Episcopal Church, in putting on “Night of Los Posadas.” This 
was to experience the journey Mary and Joseph had to take, as they tried to find a room for the birth of 
Jesus. We also gathered together, made cookies and decorated them the following night for our shut-ins. As 
we visited some of our homebound members, we sang Christmas carols. They truly enjoyed the visit and 
the youth who took time to sing to them. 

We have had a great 2015-year of ministry and are so blessed by what God is showing us and teaching us. I 
want to thank all my volunteer leaders that spend countless hours with the youth and the training they take 
part in. This ministry is transforming because of their influence on the youth of this church, and I’m excited 
to see the continued growth in 2016 and watch God use us as a team to walk alongside the youth at First 
Protestant Church. I also want to thank those who support us through prayer and finances. We couldn’t do 
the things we do without your blessing. Thank you for supporting Merge Youth Ministries, and we look 
forward to the continued growth and direction God is leading this ministry this year. May God continue to 
bless you and your family as you seek Him. 

Your Brother in Christ,
Pastor Chris Savage
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Opportunities for Every Age…..

Spring WOW Study: 
Jonah: Navigating a Life Interrupted 

by Priscilla Shirer
Meeting Thursday Nights at 7:00 pm

at Sue Saur’s Home.  Contact Sue Saur @
sweetandsaur@aol.com, for more info.

Women With A Mission is studying 
the Beth Moore Devotional Studies.  All 
ladies are invited! Wednesdays, at 7:00pm
Mornhinweg Center.  Contact Renee 
Huckaby, Cathy Marcoux or Paula Molz 
for info, 931-629-6378 (Renee).

Tues A.M. Women’s Bible Study
Have you ever wondered if you can get so far away 
from God and His plans for you that you can’t come 
back to Him?  Or maybe you don’t even know or 
believe in God, but you are curious about all of that 
“stuff”.
Ladies, please come with your questions as we 
discuss the book of Mark.
Facilitator: Kaye Polston, 830-643-0175 or kaye@rossmfg.com 
When:  Tuesday, January 12, 2016 at 10:00 a.m.
Where:  Mornhinweg Center, 205 S. Castell Ave.

Moms in Prayer - Every Tuesday 
Afternoon at 2:00 pm in the 
Mornhinweg Center.  Contact 
Carol Burr @ ccburr14@gmail.com.
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The Band of Brothers 
meet the 3rd Tuesday, 6:30pm, at Rick Burr's Home.

Contact Rob Miller for info, 830-606-5253.
“Connecting men with God and each other through 

Jesus Christ!”

Ladies Lunch Bunch
All Ladies in the church are 
invited the 1st Tuesday of each 
Month to a different restaurant 
for food & fellowship.  (Posted 

in the bulletin)
  If you’d like to come or need 
Info, contact Judy Borger @ 

830-629-1859

All women in the church are invited
to be a part of Women’s Ministries.  
The monthly meeting is held on the 

2nd Monday at 9:30 am, located in the
Mornhinweg Center.  For more info on
this ministry, Contact Alice Boettger @

amboettger@gvtc.com or
 Cell and Text: 281-787-4011

This year Pastor Chris and Pastor 
Darin are teaming together to create 
arenas to help families re-focus on the 
idea of being together, of playing and 
fellow-shipping with each other and 
with other Christians.   One of these 
arenas is Family Game Night. This is 
for all ages to bond together as a single 
family of believers. Our Family Games 
Nights are a great time to just come play 
games, share in food, talk and laugh.  
No study, no schedule, no format, 
just time to have fun together as one 
big happy CHURCH family. So please, 
come join us next time on May 14th for 

a night of fun, food and laughter. 

Would you like to:
DIG DEEP into Scripture? DIG DEEP  into prayer?

DIG DEEP into relationships?
Rev. Phil and Rev. Chuck have launched a new fellowship / 
study / prayer group for adults on Wednesday nights from 7:00-
8:30pm in Schumann Hall.  Bring your Bible, a notebook and 

let’s DIG DEEP together in 2016!

We want to invite all the kids ages 4 to 5th 
grade to join us on Wednesday nights, starting 
at 7:00 PM.  It’ll be a wild time that’s even 
wackier than Sundays!  If you have any 
questions, or would like to volunteer to help…  
Please call him at 727-809-0926.
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