
C O N N E C T I O N
Summer 2015

Where everybody is somebody, and Jesus Christ is Lord

Meet Our New Children’s Minister 
and His Family

Pastor Darin Roberts, “Mr. Suspenderman”
Angela, Christi and Samuel

Let me start by thanking everyone for such a warm and 
loving welcome.  Every time I come in the doors of First 
Protestant, I am greeted by people with an open heart and 
a sweet spirit.  I have always believed, and teach, that the 
“church” is supposed to be a family, and you have already 
made me feel like kin. I have no doubt that my wife and 
children will feel the same.

 Now to let you know who I am.  I grew up in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, helping my father run restaurants until I was 
twenty two. My father was the first manager for Sambos 
Restaurant at their first store, and became the territorial 
manager and developer for the southwest region. When 
Sambos closed their doors, my father went out and bought 
up many of the stores he had opened for Sambos, and 
opened them as Cornucopia Restaurants. 

I grew up in a Christian home, surrounded by people involved in every stage of service to Christ.  My maternal 
grandfather was an Army Chaplain and a Lutheran Minister.  My father’s brother is a pastor and evangelist. My 
paternal grandfather was saved later in life, and wanted to be a minister, but knew that was not his calling, so 
dedicated himself a simple concept, which is “If your last name is Roberts, you are the Pastor’s best friend!” This 
led to being at work days, fund raisers, hospital visitation, food delivery, whatever was asked.              (Cont’d. Pg 4)
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It was really heart-warming to see how these precious kids interacted with all of the volunteers (the 
members and friends of First Protestant Church) who gave of their time and effort to create such a 
fantastic experience. In all, more than 50 volunteers were needed to make this week happen, and each 
one did a wonderful job sharing the love of Jesus, whether they were teaching a lesson, filling a water 
balloon, praying for and with children in the prayer room, helping create a craft or serving a meal or 
snack. The family of faith at First Protestant Church really came together to give these children a week 
they'll remember.
One of the most special treats of the week was that our new Director of Children's Ministries, Pastor 
Darin Roberts (a.k.a. "Mr. Suspenderman") was able to be with us. God surely planned the timing of 
these events in advance so that Pastor Darin would have this wonderful opportunity to get acquainted 
with so many children and families from FPC and the community.
The highlight of each night was the coin contest results, where each class competed to bring the greatest 
number of pennies (Monday), nickels (Tuesday), dimes (Wednesday) and quarters (Thursday). The 
winning class won the chance for one of them to smash a shaving cream pie in Pastor Phil's face - what a 
treat!
Mr. Suspenderman surprised everyone on Wednesday by taking the pie himself after the children brought 
in more than $120 in dimes. That was just the beginning, though...the challenge for Thursday was to 
surpass the total amount of pennies, nickels and dimes with the quarter drive. The number to beat was 
an astounding $470.50! After a few last minute donations, the amount of quarters was finalized at 
$477.25! The final celebration was a pie smashing first, where Pastor Phil, Pastor Chris and Pastor 
Darin all got shaving cream pies in the face!
As always, the coin drive funds from VBS benefit a missions project. This year, almost $1000 will be 
going along with our adult mission team to Russia to benefit the boys and girls of Bryansk and introduce 
them to Jesus, our forever friend.
All in all, SonSpark Labs VBS was a wonderful week that both the children and adults of FPC will 
remember fondly for a long, long time.

On June 7-11, 2015, the 
Seele Parish House was 
transformed into SonSpark 
Labs. Throughout the 
week, more than 85 boys 
and girls from our church 
and community gathered 
to sing fun songs, make 
interesting crafts, play 
amazing games and 
eat delicious snacks - 
all while learning that 
GP4U=J! (God’s Plan 
4 U is Jesus)  You could 
sense the excitement in the 
children’s faces each night as 
they gathered in Schumann 
Hall for dinner before the 
official VBS program began 
at 6:00pm in Hrechko 
Auditorium.

S o n S p a r k 
Labs VBS 

First Protestant 
Church!

by Rev. Phil Brown
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 Meet Our New Children’s Minister....cont’d.  
When I was 15, I was asked to help the new kid’s church pastor on a Saturday morning, so since my last name is 
Roberts, I showed up…  and never stopped.  I was given a list of 27 homes to visit, tell them what time the church 
bus would be by the next morning, see if anyone needed prayer, and on to the next. The next day, I rode the bus, and 
ran the doors.
Six months later, I learned to do puppets, then skits, and over the next two years learned all the behind the scenes 
things it takes to do a children’s church.  After working with Pastor Tim for three years, he started having me help 
with crusades, camps, and kids retreats, and at the four year mark, he had me teach my first sermon.  
After seven years being mentored, I was offered my first church position at the north end of Albuquerque, so quit the 
restaurants, and became a full time pastor. If you like crazy stories, get with me when you have some time, and I 
will let you hear “Adventures in Children’s Ministry; Volume I”. Three and a half years later, God spoke to me at a 
national youth convention, and directed me to go to Bible College.  
There I became the director for a mobile children’s church truck called “Castle of the King”, where we would drive 
to two or three different locations in a day, set up, do a kids church service, pack up, go to the next location, and do 
it again. I also helped with the street mime and clown teams, and then married one of the clowns…  Angie, AKA 
Sparkles the Clown.
Since then, I have held other pastor positions, a couple for only a few years, and others for over seven and eight. 
I have been blessed with two wonderful children with servants’ hearts, Christiana Teigh, who just turned 17, and 
Samuel Medd, who is 14. Christi has sang in state fine arts competitions, and won invatations to go to Nationals 
three times.  She also loves to do stage craft (audio/visual, backdrops, spotlights, etc), likes to shoot guns, and get 
muddy.  Samuel loves to tinker with computers and electronics, and plays the slide trombone. 
Please feel free to come see me in the office (though I will more probably be working in the kids church room most of 
my time, so let me know you are on the way..), or feel free to call me at 727-809-0926.  I truly wish to get to know as 
many of you as I can.

Your Children’s Pastor,
Darin “Mr. Suspenderman” Roberts
www.kidpreacher.org
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Each month, First Protestant’s adults would get a glimpse of her ministry during the “Kid’s Moment” 
at the 10:30 AM worship services and see her relating to the children and caring for their souls in that 
venue just as she did the rest of the time in the Seele building during Kid’s Church, during Summer Sizzle, 
Vacation Bible School, and other prominent children’s times through the year. She advocated for our first 
“intergenerational” Lenten study to promote families learning God’s Word together. During the long months 
of the drought, it is even “on record” that during one particular Kid’s moment, she had the children pray for 
rain and the next week New Braunfels and the area experienced welcome relief thanks to a downpour!

By late 2014, after 5 years of faithful work as the Director of Children’s Ministry, her professional career 
landed her for a time as an instructor not only at Texas Lutheran University (where she continues to teach) 
but also filling in for a professor on sabbatical at Texas State University too. This was while continuing her 
performances AND doing the children’s ministry! As you might imagine, things became quite busy. She 
began to wonder if it might be time to resign from her position as Children’s Minister.  Also during the last 
few years, she’d seen her own parents go through some of the medical trials of getting older. During her visits, 
she learned first hand the importance of pastoral care while people were ill or recuperating. Little did she 
know that experience would help shape her future.

After a period of reflection, Jill decided that December 2014 would be her last month serving in First 
Protestant’s Children’s ministry. But it was not to be her last month of MINISTRY at First Protestant!

Even as her days as Children’s Minister ended at FPC, she mentioned to Rev. Chuck that she would 
like to do hospital visitation.  At various times he reminded her of that comment. As the professional 
responsibilities that had kept her so busy came to an end, in the springtime of 2015 Jill had already started 
doing weekly visitation to our church members at Eden Hill. Soon it was evident to the pastors that she had 
found her new calling in the life of First Protestant Church! 

For that reason, starting this month (June 2015), Jill Smith Rodriguez continue serving First Protestant 
Church (alongside her other professional teaching and music activities) as Director of Lay Ministries under 
the supervision of Rev. Chuck. Her focus will be on serving our shut ins… a population that is likely to 
increase in the years ahead as our church and community ages! Likewise she’ll continue to visit the hospitals 
on Fridays and at other times as the need arises. She’ll also be doing training with our lay ministers as we 
train and recruit a new generation of them in addition to those who currently serve so well in that capacity. 

We are thankful that at First Protestant Church of New Braunfels that Jill continues to serve and will be 
known for her legacy of loving God’s children of every age!

Jill Smith Rodriguez: Loving God's Children of Every Age
by Rev. Chuck Huckaby

In January 2010, Jill Smith Rodriguez was called 
by First Protestant Church of New Braunfels as our 
“Director of Children’s Ministry”.  She was selected 
for several reasons… not only is she a Christian who 
to this day strives to grow in and practice her faith 
outside the normal activity of church services, she 
also had what’s know colloquially as “skin in the 
game” - two of her own children were in the children’s 
ministry! A professional musician and music college 
level instructor by trade with Bachelor’s and Master’s 
degrees in Music Performance, teaching wasn’t foreign 
to her either! What a great combination for our 
children!
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2015 Scholarship Recipients
 First Protestant Church is pleased to once again announce the recipients of the scholarships 
that are awarded  on an annual basis through The Reno O. Schumann Education Trust and 
The Herbert R. and Kathleen Schneider Scholarship. 

The Reno O. Schumann Educational Trust, established in 1975, awards scholarships to 
active members of First Protestant Church who pursue their education above the rank of 
high school.  This year’s recipients are:
 

The Herbert R. and Kathleen Schneider Scholarship was established in 1989.  It awards 
scholarships to students planning to attend a vocational, trade or business school.   This 
year’s recipients are:

             

**Not pictured:  Jordan Richie, Canyon Lake High School

Congratulations to all of the 2015 recipients and a special thank you to the dedicated 
members of First Protestant Church who make these scholarships available.

Sarah Bogacz 
New Braunfels High School

Tyler Buck
 New Braunfels High School

Kathryn Martin 
Canyon High School

Sarah Noriega
Canyon Lake High School

Tenaya Quinones
Smithson Valley High School

Alexis Saunderson
New Braunfels High School



7 

SATP Announces 
Ralph Gerhardt Scholarship Award 2015

The 2015 winner is 
Abigail Lozano from Boerne

At the end of the meeting the teary-eyed widow of Ralph 
Gerhardt presented Abigail with a $1000 check from the San 

Antonio Tea Party

‘We’re put on earth to help 
other people’

An article on Ralph Gerhardt, along with his 
equally amazing wife Mary Ann was written by 
Pascalle Bippert and appeared in the August 21, 
2013 edition of the Wilson County News. Pascalle’s 
article captures Ralph Gerhardt’s love of country 
and community spirit in such a way that we would 
be remiss to use any other tribute to Mr. Gerhardt 
in this space. We are proud to establish the Ralph 
Gerhardt Scholarship as a memorial to a true 
patriot.

The theme of the May 16, 2015, 
meeting of the San Antonio 
Tea Party was “Investing in 
Our Future.”  Those present 
enjoyed presentations on 
the Constitution by the three 
student finalists for the Ralph 
Gerhardt Scholarship, named 
for a noteworthy Wilson County 
civic leader.
The award is based on a 
comprehensive knowledge of 
the Constitution of the United 
States, the vision the framers 
had for the role of government, 
the evolution of that role, and 
the impact of that evolution on 
individual freedom.
                                                                 

By Jeanne Melendez,
 Scholarship Committee Chair

Anonymous donors, impressed by all finalists, came forward behind the scenes to make possible cash awards 
to the second- and third-place winners.  Subsequently, Victoria Thomas of Corpus Christi was awarded $750 
for finishing second and Eric Witherspoon $500 for third place.
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Women’s Ministries
by Alice Boettger

The Red Tent Ladies Retreat
April 25, 2015

Crystal Valenzuela 
Trumpet Player

Alice Boettger, Crystal Valenzuela,  Jo Schwab, Tina Lindeman, Kathy 
Coulehan, Renee Huckaby,Melanie Beauchamp, Anna Brown, Sue Saur, 
Makisha Keith, LeVetta Keith, Lauren Keith,  Janessa Savage, Marilyn 
Challenner, Glenell Brewer, Sharyn Correia, Betty Camacho.

The “Red Tent” is a fictional Image based on a true bible story. The Red Tent is many things to many 
people. It’s a place where women gather, it is an icon, and it is a state of mind. 
When the Israelite’s came out of Egypt, it was custom for the women to have a women’s tent and sometimes 
this private area would be in the back of the tribal tent.  This private area for women would be a place 
they would go during their mensuration period, to birth their babies, promote women’s conversations, and 
become mid wives. Inside the tent mothers and grandmothers would teach their young children the ways of 
women. Today many women have A RED TENT they call their sacred place a place where they go to read 
their bible, meditate or pray along side other women.

Schumann Hall Decorated as
The Red Tent

Chef and Sous Chefs  (Above)
Shirley Norton, Lizanne Wynne, Sara Tays, Gay Wimberley, Edie Burquest, 
Debbie Williams, Charlene Nolte, Elizabeth Marshall, Laurel Evans, Jennifer 
Graham, Betty Jenkins, Mary Wendland, Flo Laird, Connie Born, Flo Brogdon, 
Mae Kraft, Marlene Moore.  Johnnie Wise, Alice Boettger  
Pictured Left:  Jo Schwab, Opening Prayer
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Women’s Ministries - Red Tent Retreat

Tina Lindeman
Pledge of Allegiance

“The Hora Dancers”

The Keith 
Sisters

Performing

Kathy Coulehan
Mistress of Ceremonies

Cliff and Shirley Norton
Up to their ears in Lamb Skewers!

Alice Boettger President of 
Women’s Ministries and Director 
of The Red Tent - 
Being presented with flowers.

    Denise
    Martin 
       and
     Kathy
  Coulehan
   Cooking 
  spaghetti                                      
        in
the kitchen

Melanie
Beauchamp

Soloist

Featured Speakers
Renee Huckaby “The Good Wife,” Anna Brown “Motherhood,” Janessa 

Savage “Friends,”  Sue Saur “Grandparenting,” 
Marilyn Challenner “When All Else Fails.”



Chocolate is Good…Jesus is Better
By Kelly Williams

Ok guys, brace yourselves! Things are about to get honest, open, real, and a little ugly even. But bear with 
me…it’s all gonna be ok!
I grew up in a Christian home. We went to church pretty much every Sunday. I was baptized in the church, 
completed First Communion, and was Confirmed after completing Sunday School classes. I went through 
all the motions as expected. And then I was done. I lost interest in the church when there was nothing I was 
working towards. I just quit going. But while I quit church, I never quit God. I still believed He existed and I 
believed I was going to heaven when I died. Everything was fine. I had all I needed. Right?
When I started college, I attended a Lutheran campus where Chapel was held 3 times a week. I attended 
as regularly as I could. I then joined the praise & worship team that met once a week. Three years into it, 
I had to switch schools. It took a while to break the ice at my new school, but once I did, I found a REALLY 
cool organization called Campus Crusade for Christ. They also held praise & worship services once a week. 
I started attending and fell in love. Our speaker was so passionate and full of wisdom and he was just cool 
and hilarious. The band was great and played all the hit songs. And my fellow Cru members were some 
of the most fun, crazy people I’ve met! After praise & worship, they always held what they called Second 
Dinners. We would go out to a restaurant (usually IHOP or Taco Cabana) and eat and swap stories until 
all hours of the night (morning). I started seeing God in a whole new light during my time with Cru. I was 
challenged to really dig deep and think about my faith like never before. Eventually I decided I wanted to try 
and join a local church. I visited a few, but none of them drew me in like Cru did. In fact, some of them just 
plain scared me away!
Then I graduated and I lost it all. No more Chapel. No more Cru. No more church. I was afraid to join 
a church in town because I didn’t think a church could offer that same “feeling” I had with Cru. Again, I 
didn’t lose my faith, but I lost a feeling that I missed. So. Much! There was an emptiness in me that I didn’t 
know how to fill. Then through a “chance” chain of circumstances, I ended up with tickets to see Jeremy 
Camp. At the show he came up on stage reciting Scripture with such passion, you couldn’t help but be drawn 
in! The whole show was just amazing and I left that night literally speechless and feeling closer to God than 
I ever had! Just 6 months later I had another opportunity to see Jeremy, and as a bonus, I would get to see 
another band I had been trying to see for years…Seventh Day Slumber. My friend and I planned a CRAZY 
whirlwind trip to a small town 7 hours away from home to attend the festival. I was beyond excited to be 
seeing Jeremy again, and I thought it was pretty cool that I would finally get to see Seventh Day Slumber. 
Little did I know that “pretty cool” was about to become “life-changing”. After completely blowing me away 
with their testimony, I felt the tug. I felt that emptiness inside me suddenly being filled up. It was incredible! I 
rededicated my life to Christ that day and started the most radical relationship with Him.
One of the biggest misconceptions people have about God is that He gives us everything we want. He equals 
happiness, success, wealth, riches, etc. It seems like any time something goes wrong in the world or in our 
lives, the first question that gets asked is, “Where’s God?” While God is definitely in the business of Good 
News, life is not all rainbows and butterflies once you accept Him as your Lord and Savior. There’s still 
pain, suffering, anger, bitterness, hate. It’s an ugly world we’re living in. It’s tough to pry yourself from the 
world that’s constantly sucking you in by offering empty promises, to get to the beautiful life that Jesus died to 
give you. But we’re all human. We were born sinners. This world offers us so many things that look good on 
the outside, but in the end they only bring us pain and suffering, and a feeling of emptiness deep in our gut 
that only God can fill.
You like chocolate right? Well imagine the biggest, most delicious piece of chocolate cake sitting right in front 
of you. You know it’s going to taste good. You know it’s going to make you happy. So of course you’re going to 
eat it. But what happens as soon as you’ve scarfed down that giant piece of cake? It’s gone and the stomach 
pains set in - that full, bloated, uncomfortable feeling. When we set our eyes on the things of this world, we’re 
always left with that lonely, uncomfortable feeling in the end. We feel pain, disappointment, emptiness and 
self-doubt.
There’s only one thing that can make that all go away. A real relationship with Christ. I’m not just talking 
attend church every Sunday, attend all the small study groups you can possibly fit in to your schedule, and 
read your Bible every night for exactly 15 minutes. I’m talking about a real, authentic relationship. One 
that you take time to work on. Attend church because you want to…not because you have to. Read your 
Bible to understand it…not just to read it. Join small study groups for fellowship and spiritual growth…not 
for brownie points (or the potluck brownies they usually offer…see what I did there? There’s that chocolate 
again!).
Once I rededicated my life to Christ, the first thing I wanted to do was try and get plugged into a good 
church. My brother invited me to come watch him play in the band here at FPC a couple times in the next 
several months. I fell in love.  
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Chocolate is Good..., cont’d...
Not just with the band, but with the church. I loved the way the pastor at the time led the service. It was 
unlike any other church I had been to. These people didn’t just sit in chairs and listen to someone talk for an 
hour. They got involved in discussions, they moved around and held small group activities.
You never knew what a service would hold. It was scary, but exciting at the same time. It didn’t take much 
for me to decide to join the church. But as irony would have it, just a few short weeks after joining, we were 
hit with the news that our pastor was leaving and the associate pastor would be taking over. Here’s where 
things (where I) get a little ugly. I was SO into this pastor’s way of teaching that the thought of anyone 
taking over just made me want to walk out right then and there. I joined the church because they were 
different. They didn’t have some preacher standing up front telling a bunch of stories. I knew that if this guy 
left, that’s what he was going to leave us with.
I had attended a service at another local church when Seventh Day Slumber was leading worship after 
holding a concert there the night before. I LOVED the pastor! He basically stood up and talked for an hour, 
but he did it with such passion and animation and got the congregation involved every once in a while. I 
even started watching their services online on Sundays when I couldn’t make it to church here. I’m not going 
to sit here and lie to you or sugar-coat things….
I went through a period of several months where I struggled with thoughts of leaving this church for the other 
church. I wanted to be fed with passion. I wanted to feel something. I held my new relationship with Christ so 
delicately, that I didn’t want to chance anything changing it or messing it up. I was so torn and convicted for 
months.
I remember dreaming one night that a friend of mine was preaching at the other church so I went to see her. 
Before the service, she asked how things were going and I filled her in on all my struggles. She shared some 
great wisdom with me and left me feeling like I knew exactly what I had to do. I had to leave the church I 
had just become a member of. So now my inner struggles turned from deciding between churches to deciding 
how to tell the pastors that I was leaving. As a full member of the church, I felt it was only right to tell them 
and not just walk out the door on them. But how do you tell a man that he’s not doing a good enough job of 
leading you to Christ? Yikes! I prayed for wisdom and strength and I called on this friend from the dream, 
after telling her about it, for the same.
That very next Sunday I came to church. As Rev Phil got up and started his sermon, he shared the story of 
a friend of his who had recently been struggling with thoughts of leaving his church. This friend attended 
a different church than him, so he asked him how it was going. He told Phil, “Well you know, the music is 
great and the people are very friendly, but I just don’t get the ‘feeling’. I don’t know how else to put it but 
I’m just missing ‘the feeling’ and I’m thinking of leaving the church.” Rev Phil said that he told him to stop 
looking for feelings and start looking for God and ‘the feelings’ will fall into place. Such a powerful message! 
In that moment, I realized that friend was me! I was so busy searching for a “feeling” that I forgot to search 
for God! I was busy looking for the chocolate! If we look at the church itself, we’re gonna judge everything to 
our standards…the music, the people, the pastors…etc. But if we look to God, and if we pour ourselves more 
into our church, then we’ll find that “the feeling” doesn’t come from all those “material” things…but from our 
relationship with God.
That morning I signed up to be involved in certain areas of the church, and today I’m involved in even more 
areas! And I can truly and honestly say that I LOVE this church SO MUCH! We have the most incredible 
pastors who speak so much love and wisdom into our lives not just every Sunday, but even in between. And 
we have the most welcoming, loving members. I actually miss it when I can’t be here. But I was excited 
that we finally started streaming online so I can still watch when I’m not here. Through all of this nothing 
changed with the church. The pastors were the same. The message was the same. The members were the 
same. The church was the same. What had changed was my focus. I quit looking for the chocolate and 
started looking for God. And when I found God, he completely changed my heart!
Chocolate is delicious! It makes me happy. But when I fill myself up on it, I just feel bloated and 
uncomfortable and I’m left with nothing to look forward to. God is amazing. He never runs out on us. 
He’s always there, and He always fills us with what we need without leaving us feeling bloated and 
uncomfortable.
Sometimes I think God is saying to us: “Okay guys, brace yourselves! Things are about to get honest, open, 
real, and a little ugly even. But bear with me…it’s all gonna be ok!”
Look for Jesus. Follow Him. Trust Him. Chocolate is good…but Jesus is so much better!
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Chi Alpha

In February we had our Focus weekend where 40 students and 9 adults journeyed together to figure out “What Now?”. 
When we have accepted Christ into our hearts, “What Now” do we do with our faith? We looked at seven different 
elements that Christians should be doing after we have accepted Christ: evaluating where we are in our faith, the Holy 
Spirit, discipline, prayer, failing and getting back up, reading scripture, and spiritual hydration. Focus is one of many 
highlights of the year. 

In our Wednesday Night Live (WNL) program we dissected Romans 12. We learned through interacting with the 
scripture as well as challenging each other to be faithful to God and each other. Our last WNL we touched on busyness 
in our lives and how this is a choice we make, and how it’s important to slow down to make God the most important 
thing in our lives. About once a month we have a game night where we ask our friends to join us for a night of fun and 
a small devotion. 

Sunday school has been a great time to grow in our knowledge of the scriptures. We are in our series “Genesis to 
Revelation” and it has been an eye opener to many of our students. The theme throughout scripture is how God 
pursues his people and continues to love even though they turn their back on him. We finished up the Old Testament 
and began the New Testament in May. Every quarter we as a Sunday school class do a mobile Sunday and go to a 
local coffee shop. This is a great time to just hang out with each other in community. Building our knowledge of God is 
very important, but it’s also important that we build our relationships with each other. 

Our 11 students who walked together in confirmation grew expediently in knowledge and in their relationships. This 
was a fantastic group to be a part of and I am proud of the work that they put forth. We had a total of 11 sessions from 
October to April. We ended our time with a retreat which we had our final lesson. At our confirmation ceremony May 
3rd we inducted 11 new members into the church. Congrats Confirmation Class 2015!

XA Ministries: 
Join. Glorify.  Mission. 

Fulfill. Develop. 
by Pastor Chris Savage

The Chi Alpha Youth Ministries of First 
Protestant Church have been growing in 
their faith in order to make a difference 
in this community, at home, and within 
this church family. God has blessed us 
and we have been having a great time 
learning how to be better disciples of the 

world.
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Chi Alpha ministers have been busy serving other ministries in the church. One ministry we are influencing is the 
children’s ministry. The students and I taught children’s church, helped with the Palm Workshop, the Easter egg hunt, 
and VBS. Our students jump at the opportunity to help out in these areas to make a difference in the lives of our 
young ones. 

Our students are not only busy here at church but they are also busy outside these four walls. A lot of our students are 
involved in sports, bands, and clubs. It is awesome, as I try to visit some of these events, to see other youth supporting 
each other by attending their events. Over spring break we went to see the movie “Do You Believe”. The same 
producers that produced “God’s Not Dead” produced this movie as well. Some of our students were touched by the 
stories in these movies, which brought great discussions afterwards. 

In May we celebrated our graduates: Tyler Buck, Sarah Bogacz, Makenzie Murphy, Kathryn Martin, Miranda 
Martinez, Lynae Aelvoet, and Sam Dunham. We had a special breakfast and blessing over them as they step into 
their next chapter in life. 

I would like to take this time to thank my volunteer staff: Eric Goelzer, Renee Goelzer, Riley Goelzer, JJ Aleman, 
Charlie Wimberley, Shawn Wimberley, Eric Marshall, and Melissa William for their dedication and investment in 
this ministry. They are developing relationships with our youth and this ministry couldn’t be where it is today without 
them. Thank you so much.

Each year the youth raise money to go on a mission trip. This year we will be traveling to Rosebud Reservation 
in South Dakota. I want to thank all that have been able to support us through prayer and participating in our 
fundraisers. These trips are a highlight of the ministry but more importantly, they put into practice what we have 
been learning throughout the year. Please continue to pray for us as we prepare for our trip July 11, 2015. 

Some of our youth this summer are participating in a six-week class on how to be and make other disciples. This is an 
intense two hour class session where we will learn together and go out and teach others what we have learned. This 
will be our main focus this coming fall, making disciples. We have eight committed students who will be part of this 
and then they will be responsible to teach other students about discipleship. 

The youth are eager to learn about God in fun and engaging ways. Thank you for all your support, prayers, and 
opportunities. We are excited to be on fire for God and to take steps to stretch our faith to new heights. Thank you 
again church family!

New look at www.firstprotestant.com
We have launched our new website and are excited for you to experience a more detailed 
calendar, easier access to live streaming and archived services, advertising of upcoming 
events and more. The most important feature to those who are interested in watching our 
live streaming are the tabs on the left and right of the home page screen indicating where 
to click to watch. During the live hour you are one click away from connecting to the 
live video. During the rest of the week it will take you to the most recently recorder video. 
Under the worship tab you can locate the traditional or contemporary archived videos. 
(Contemporary to go online on soon) As with all new endeavors we are continuing  to work 
out the details and invite you to be part of the process. Please check us out for the latest 
information regarding FPC and while you're doing that let us know if something is missing 
or not working correctly. Our email is office@firstprotestant.com.  Please put the word 
“website” in the subject line.  Check out the look of our homepage on the back cover!



14

 Picnic
by Don Burquest

The humid heat beside the lake settled down upon us like 
a blanket soaked in water.

It was not difficult to breathe, but the air was still, 
stifling in its weight.

He had been speaking to the crowd for now well over an hour.
Simple things, really: 

faith, hope, love
taking care of one another

being generous with whatever treasure God has loaned to you.
“Do the right thing” I guess would summarize it all.

It shames me to admit that I dozed off briefly,
until a marauding fly landing on my cheek
brought me back to the reality before me.

We had come here to get away, to relax,
and I felt more than a bit sad for him in his failure to be able to do so.

He was very tired, I could see it on his face.

But crowds of people had followed us, and who could blame them?
Some were sick, and he healed them.

Some needed encouragement, and he bolstered them.
Some were afraid of the capricious violence of the occupying forces,

and he did what he could to encourage them to endure
to find a way to thrive even in such an oppressive environment.

He understood; he too was in danger and knew it.
But that did not prevent him from doing what he was called to do,
and teaching people how to live in such a world was part of that.

I noticed that the sun was nearing the horizon,
and I was thankful because that meant cooler temperatures were coming

and this event would soon be over 
and we could all go get something to eat 

and find a place to spend the night.

But that realization brought sharply to my mind too 
the uncomfortable situation that the crowd was in—

they also would need to find something to eat,
and in our attempt to get alone

we had traveled well out into the boonies,
into an area where there were only modest villages

and precious few of those.

Somewhat timidly—I didn’t want to interrupt him—
I got up and went to stand near him, hoping to get into his line of vision.

And when he paused in his delivery—
he must have been nearly finished by then,

and I know he must have been getting hungry too, 
this on top of his fatigue—
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I moved a step closer and whispered to him:
“It’s starting to get dark. 

We need to think about winding this up
and letting the crowd go get something to eat before heading home.”

He hesitated only a moment.
“They don’t need to go anywhere,” he said.

Silent, I made no attempt to hide the quizzical look on my face.
“You give them something to eat.”

I was sure I must have heard wrong,
and I laughed in incredulity—
and maybe embarrassment—

 as I shrugged.
“Among the twelve of us we’ve only got five loaves of bread 

and two fish,” I said, hoping not thereby to appear 
to ridicule his preposterous suggestion.

Again his hesitation was brief.
“Bring them here to me,” he said.

As I went to gather our food sacks together,
he turned back to the crowd and told them to sit down on the grass,

arraying themselves in orderly groups.
When I came back with the food,

he paused a moment to thank God for it,
then taking the loaves in his hands,

he began to break them up and put the chunks into baskets.
“Make sure that everyone gets some,” he said,

and he gave to each of the twelve of us
a basket filled with bread.

It was a big crowd, and it took a fair amount of time for us
to make our way down the rows, handing out the bread.

When my basket was empty, 
I went back to where he was still breaking up the bread,

 and he filled my basket a second time, 
and then a third. And more.

And all twelve of us did the same.
Finally the last person was served.

Those who were in the back  had been very patient 
to wait until we could get to them.

Everyone ate all they wanted,
but there were chunks of bread and fish left over,

and we each gathered the leftovers 
and filled our baskets yet again.

It’s an evangelist’s count, I admit, 
but I’m sure there were at least

five thousand men there, plus the women and kids who were with them.
Five loaves and two fish.

Several thousand had enough to eat.
Twelve baskets of leftovers were collected. 

“I am the Bread of Life.”

Don and Edie Burquest joined FPC shortly after they moved to New Braunfels in 2007. Don has 
had a life-long love of languages, and following his retirement from The University of Texas at 
Arlington after 33 years of teaching linguistics, he was awarded the title of Professor Emeritus.   
The past four years he has been recognized by the Greater New Braunfels Arts Council for his 
poetry. 
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